University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

ScholarWorks @ UTRGV
University Newspaper - The Pan American

Special Collections and Archives

10-30-2003

The Pan American (2003-10-30)
Matt Lynch

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/panamerican
Part of the Education Commons

Recommended Citation
The Pan American, UTRGV Digital Library, The University of Texas – Rio Grande Valley. Accessed via
https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/panamerican

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Special Collections and Archives at ScholarWorks @
UTRGV. It has been accepted for inclusion in University Newspaper - The Pan American by an authorized
administrator of ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. For more information, please contact justin.white@utrgv.edu,
william.flores01@utrgv.edu.

S PORTS

PAGE 16

NBA
Schedule
Today

7 p.m.
Houston Rockets vs.
Nov. 1 Memphis, 7
Nov. 3 at Chicago, 7:30
Nov. 4 at New Jersey, 6:30

Friday, Nov. 1
vs.
7:30 p.m.
Dallas Mavericks vs.
Nov. 3 Miami, 7:30
Nov. 5 at Washington, 6

Friday, Nov. 1
vs.
8:30 p.m.
San Antonio Spurs vs.
Nov. 3 at Memphis, 8
Nov. 4 Miami, 8:30
All games P.M.

NFL SUNDAY
vs.
2-5

Noon

6-1

vs.
5-2 3:15 p.m. 3-4

Killer Bees
Schedule

Killer Bees vs. Corpus

Home Opener
Friday, Oct. 31
Time: 7:30 p.m.

Killer Bees vs. San Angelo

Saturday, Nov. 1
Time: 7:30 p.m.

■ UTPA Athletics . . . . . . 15
■ UTPA Tennis . . . . . . .14
■ Sports Clipboard . . . . .13

Broncs set
for first test
By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American

The UTPA Broncs will play the
first exhibition of a two-game
preseason at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday
against the Monterrey Tech
Borregos Salvajes at the Field
House.
The Broncs, who defeated the
Borregos 93-59 in last year’s
preseason match, have added some
new personnel, and will hope to
duplicate, if not better, last year’s
outcome.
Coach Bob Hoffman, who has
been running a stringent training
program which began earlier this
month, is pleased with the progress
of his team so far.
“We started green-on-white
scrimmages on Sunday,” Hoffman
said. “ We’ve improved every day.
We’re finding openings and really
working on executing as a team.”
Clearly the progress at which the
2003-04 roster has adjusted to
Hoffman’s system will be
measured by the outcome of the
Borrego exhibition, but for some
players, the matchup against
Monterrey is not merely the
culmination of a two and a half
week training camp.
Next Tuesday’s preseason game
against the Borregos will be junior
Chris Fagan’s second ever
exhibition game for the Broncs.
Fagan, who appeared last season
against Monterrey, suffered a
stress fracture in his left foot prior
to the outing, and his appearance
in that game enhanced the injury.
The 6-foot-5 guard, who

received a redshirt from the
NCAA due to the extreme
circumstances of the injury, was
able to attend practices, sit on the
sidelines during games, and was
even able to participate in
practices when his health
permitted. But Fagan was not,
however, allowed to suit up for
any games last season.
For Fagan, the chance to return
to action is highly anticipated.
“I’m kinda excited to be able to
get back into it,” Fagan said. “I’m
ready to get to work.”
Fagan, who is regarded as one
of the key additions to this year’s
roster, is highly respected by his
teammates, and his presence on
the squad should be appreciated.
Senior Allen Holcomb, who
leads retuning Broncs in points
per game, is certain that Fagan’s
presence will boost their chances
of success.
“We all know what Chris can
do and what he brings to the
table,” Holcomb said. “He’s one
of the better guys on the team.”
But Fagan is not the only
member of the 2003-04 Bronc
squad who was tagged with a red
shirt last season.
Senior Andrius Sakalys, who
averaged 11.2 points per game
during the Broncs’ highly
successful 2001-02 season,
suffered severe damage to his left
ACL during the summer of 2002,
and was not able to participate last
year.
Sakalys, who was a key part of
the 20-10 season, finished third in
scoring for the Broncs behind

When DeAnn Craft accepted the
Lady Broncs’ head coach position last
spring, she knew that the task of
building a successful women’s
basketball program at UTPA would
be a challenge.
The Lady Broncs were held to 721 last season when Craft was an
assistant head coach to Tracy
Anderson. Now Craft takes over a
program lacking in much tradition.
Craft realizes that the process of
remedying a losing record will be

lengthy and understands that she will
be starting from the ground up with a
team who has seen no tradition within
it’s program.
“I think that the monumental task
in front of this program is to learn
how to become competitive,” Craft
said. “This program has been pretty
much a door mat of Division I and
it’s our responsibility as the new
coaching staff and the new players
that have come aboard, to try and
help get that tide turned.”
Craft, who is not malicious in her
observations of Lady Bronc history, is
trying to build an attitude and an
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SAENZ VS. PEÑA
Local newcomer challenges in District 40
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American

Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

A Bronc basketball player attempts a slamdunk during Midnight Madness Oct. 17.

Marcus Quinn and Mire Chatman,
underwent two surgeries during the
off-season to repair his damaged
knee, and is finally in good enough
physical condition to come back
and compete.
Although Sakalys still wears a
brace on his knee to help with
stability, his teammates have

noticed that his ability enhances
with every practice.
Junior guard Matt Hall is
confident that his Lithuanian
teammate will be ready for the
season.
“Every day he’s getting more

See BRONCS page 15

Craft wants to reach next level

By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American

THURSDAY

Campus

understanding of what it is to win. To
do that she has to start from the
beginning.
“I would much rather us learn
how to play simple basketball
correctly than to play complex
basketball inconsistently,” Craft said.
“And that is a pretty big theme of
mine. Simple done better can get us
moving forward instead of the
complex being so inconsistent.”
Of the 16 Lady Broncs on the
roster this season, only seven are
returners, and only two of the
returning Lady Broncs are seniors.
That means two things for Craft. One,

she will be working with a squad that
will be with her for a few years to
come, and two, she will be dealing
with many girls from a variety of
different basketball backgrounds and
basketball educations.
“I think probably the toughest part
is that with so many new people you
get some kids that come from good
man-to-man programs where they’ve
been taught great man defense
systems,” Craft said. “We have other
players that haven’t played any man
to man, they’ve come from strictly
zone philosophy, and then we have

See LADY BRONCS page 15

Eddie Saenz, local engineer and businessman,
recently announced his decision to run for state
representative of District 40, which includes
Edinburg, the tri-city Delta region, La Joya, and
Sullivan City. He faces a serious challenge in
incumbent Aaron Pena, one of the Valley’s most
active politicians.
Saenz’ decision to run was based on a void he
felt existed in terms of representation in the area.
He thinks his experiences in Austin as an
engineer and a consultant have given him the
practice he needs to help the district. And
according to Saenz it was not evident that
enough action was being taken to communicate
with the various communities in the district.
“Through my experiences, I know what it
takes to fight for funding for the district,” said
Saenz. “It requires a lot of communication and
meeting with state agencies.”
With the state facing a $10 billion deficit,
many of the non-profit programs Saenz
represented struggled to get funding.
“It’s hard to make sure they don’t cut your
program, and we always have to struggle with
that every two years,” said Saenz. “I had to deal
with talking to the legislatures to ensure that
they become familiar with the program. If you
do cut somewhere we want to make sure the
basic programs don’t get cut. That affects

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

FACEOFF— Aaron Peña and Eddie Saenz will vie for District 40’s representative slot in the
next election cycle. Peña is the incumbent.

families, health care and what is really needed in
the community.”
Saenz mentions that if elected he will
continue communicating with communities to
find out their concerns. The issue of
unemployment in the Delta Area is one big one.
“As a former member of the Economic
Development Corporation of Edinburg, I helped
as we tried to promote businesses to come down
here and we were very successful,” said Saenz.
“We need to do that in the Delta Area; they have
a very high unemployment rate.”
Some of Saenz’ other concerns include

education and health care. Given the Republican
majority in the House, the local Democrat feels
the two parties need to come together to get
legislation passed.
“We are all legislators. Republican or
Democrat,” said Saenz. “We need to talk to all
of them. We need to ensure we are not going to
put a curtain between us. We need to sell the
issues to the Republicans as well and let them
know there are issues the district is having to
deal with.”
Saenz will be running against fellow dem
Pena, the current freshman House member from

District 40, who was one of the busiest first-year
legislators according to a recent Austin
American-Statesman article.
Overall Pena feels his first term was a success
due to his involvement in fighting off
redistricting. He also noted that he keyed the
passage of a law concerning higher penalties for
human trafficking. Earlier this month Pena
spoke at the university on a wide range of
issues, and his visibility in the area should be
imposing to any candidate seeking to unseat
him.
During the next session Pena plans on
fighting for funding for Iraq, investment in
education, increased rates and funding for CHIP
and Medicaid, and investment in road
infrastructure. According to Pena, he will also
continue to fight for teacher pay raises.
“If you think about the fact that we at Pan
American generate many of the teachers in the
state of Texas, not only is it good for the Valley,
it’s good for Texas,” said Pena. “We are rapidly
losing a large number of teachers because of pay
concerns and we know because of the budget
shortfall we’re going to have a very little chance,
but we wanted to make the argument.”
Pena is confident his efforts in Austin will
help him win District 40 again.
“One of the things Mr. Saenz will have
difficulty with is with his supporting of many of
the Republican efforts,” said Pena. “Most of the
voters will see his record and realize he needs to
be running with Republicans.”

Demonstration points out immigrant crossing woes
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American
The dead continue to pile up on the U.S.Mexico border. And some citizens want to do
something about it.
Over 2,000 immigrants have died trying to
cross the border to enter the United States, and
the going is especially rough through the
Arizona desert near Nogales. Illegal crossers
have been dehydrated to death, shot by
vigilantes or Border Patrol officers, or left to
die in trucks and railroad cars by dishonest
coyotes.
Some immigrants are searching for a better
life for themselves and their families, but often
it doesn’t work out. With the increasing
number of deaths, a growing number of
people have mobilized to try and stem the tide
of tragedy. They are seeking a way to provide
a legal system for immigrants to enter the
country without jeopardizing their lives. Part
of their quest includes symbolic gestures to

raise community consciousness about the issue
of immigration.
On Tuesday, Oct. 28 more than 50 pilgrims
marched through the streets of San Juan in
procession toward the Basilica of Our Lady of
San Juan, to celebrate mass for those
immigrants who have died in the crossings.
The Border Pilgrimage, the first of its kind, is
a nationwide event that started Oct. 26 and
will run until Nov. 2. The pilgrimage started at
both spectrums of the 2,200-mile international
border, in San Diego, Calif., and Brownsville.
The procession is scheduled to stop in El Paso
where pilgrims of U.S. border will get
together to give attention to what they
consider a human rights crisis along the
southern border.
Father John Lasseigne, a priest from San
Juan, is affiliated with a religious group who
is taking part in the pilgrimage to let people
know the number of dead. They also want to
come up with ways to stop the victim stream
“The impetus for this event came from the
terribly large number of immigrants who die

each year trying to
cross the border,”
Lasseigne said.
“Therefore,
different host
cities will hold
educational,
religious, cultural,
and political
events as the
pilgrims pass
through on their
way to El Paso.”
He also added
that in order to
honor the
immigrants they
would also be
Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American
studying the
PROTEST— The Border Pilgrimage started Oct. 26 and will continue
causes of
through Nov. 2, to spotlight dangers illegal crossers face.
undocumented
immigration.
met with President George W. Bush to discuss
Before Sept. 11, 2001, and the fall of the
See IMMIGRANTS page 12
Twin Towers, Mexican President Vicente Fox
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UTPA athletics show improvement
By AMY MEDELLÍN
The Pan American

1201 West University, CAS 170 Edinburg, Texas 78539
(956) 381-2541 Fax: (956) 316-7122
http://www.panam.edu/dept/panamerican
53nd Year – No. 10

Editor
Matt Lynch
mlynch@panam.edu

News Editor
Belinda Reyes
beberay25@aol.com

Arianna Vazquez
gareyjup@aol.com

A & E Editor
Ashley Brooks
Magrew2@hotmail.com

Sports Editor
Ed Chrnko
echrnko@yahoo.com

Graphics Editor
Gabriel O.
Hernandez
gabo296@hotmail.com

Layout Designers
Ashley Brooks
Gabriel O. Hernandez
Reporters
Brian Carr
Lylony Cazares
Omaira Galarza
Amelia Garcia
Edwina Garza
Dulce Gonzalez
Matt Hall
Christina Harris

the PAN AMERICAN is the
official student
newspaper of The
University of
Texas-Pan
American.
Views presented
are those of the
writers and do not
necessarily reflect
those of the
university.

Letters policy
The Pan American
gladly accepts
letters from
students, staff and
faculty regarding
newspaper content
or current issues.
The Pan American
reserves the right
to edit submissions
for grammar and
length. Please limit
submission length
to 300 words. The
Pan American
cannot publish
anonymous letters,
or submissions
containing hate
speech or
gratuitous
personal attacks.
Letters are printed
at the discretion of
the editor and
must include the
writer’s name,
class/title and
phone number.

Vanessa Lucio
Clarissa Martinez
Amy Medellin
Luis Saavedra
Photographers
Daniel Aguilar
Linda Flores
Elizabeth Padilla
Advertising
Dagoberto Perez
Advertising Coordinator
Jo Anne Murphy
Adviser
Dr. Greg Selber

Readers with disabilities may
request an alternative format of
this publication
at The Pan
American business office.
For special assistance to attend
any event listed
in this publication, contact the
coordinator of the
event at least one
week prior to the
advertised date.

Page 15

The University of Texas-Pan American athletic department has its share of notable
moments in sports history; including a College
World Series visit in baseball (1971), two
NCAA qualifiers in men’s golf (1974, 1978),
and an NAIA men’s basketball national championship in 1963-64.
However, in the 1990s the department stumbled into TPA Athletics Department was put
under probation by the National Collegiate
Athletic Association for infractions made by
some of the staff. Since UTPA’s past controversies, the athletics department has come a
long way and the program has completely
turned itself around.
"Prior to five years ago our athletics program was not certified, we were the only athletic program in the history of athletic certification not to be certified," said Weidner.
"During the 1990s, it is my understanding that
during that ten-year period, this athletics program was on probation all but 18 months."
Weidner arrived at the university in May
1998. Since July of that year, UTPA has
achieved full NCAA certification status and
has never been on probation in the five years
he has been here. During his first few months
as athletic director, Weidner, along with his
staff, put together the new compliance procedures manual, which proved to be a great
resource for the department.
"When I got here we worked the first six
months, all that summer we came in on weekends, we worked at night and we put together

Broncs

a compliance procedures manual that covers
virtually everything on compliance procedures,
checks and balances, and it has been a great
tool for our coaches and as a teaching tool,"
Weidner said. "It is something that doesn’t just
sit on the shelf; we really actually use it."
The compliance procedures manual details
the business operating procedures that are
related to the UTPA system, and the hierarchy
of the department. Seminars on compliance are
given throughout the year, along with meetings, in a series for all athletics department
personnel on topics such as rules, forms, organizational structure and education. The new
compliance procedures book has made such a
turnaround in the department that Weidner,
some of his staff, and Dr. Miguel Nevárez
have been asked to review the same procedures for other colleges and universities.
"Here was a program that was probably the
most penalized program in the ‘90s in Division
I, we put these things [compliance procedures]
and as a result a number of our people have
been asked by the NCAA to serve on peer
review teams," Weidner said.
From an academic standpoint, five years
ago, the GPA for UTPA student athletes was
2.1, one of the lowest in the country, Weidner
said. To address this problem he hired Chris
Uchacz to fill the new position of full-time
assistant athletic director for academic support
and student services. Along with this position,
the athletic department built a new state-of-theart Student-Athlete Academic Learning Center.
"The major influence for the creation and
subsequent development of the StudentAthlete Academic Learning Center and

A group of student-athletes study in the computer lab of the state-of-the-art Student-Athlete
Academic Learning Center.

Academic Support & Student Services unit
within the athletics department is to provide an
academic support network for all student-athletes as they work towards the attainment of a
university diploma," Uchacz said. "In conjunction with this goal, we are always trying to

Lady Broncs

continued from page 16

and more confident on
[his knee],” Hall said.
“He’ll be fine this
season.”
Sakalys dismisses the
condition, and when
asked about the injury
offers up the obligatory:
“Eh.”
He does, however,
acknowledge the chances
of this year’s Broncs.
“I think we have a
good team,” Sakalys said.
“It feels like the first
year I was here when we
got 20 wins.”
Junior Matt Berry, who
was ineligible last year
after transferring from
Indiana State, is eager to
show that he can be a

Photo by Amy Medellín/The Pan American

part of a successful
season.
“I’ve been sitting out
a whole year,” Berry
said. “I’ve just been
waiting to step on to the
court.”
Coach Hoffman
believes that the
eagerness of his
incoming redshirted
players will fuel his
team, and feed their
chemistry.
“I think in general we
have some guys around
who are hungry,”
Hoffman said. “They
have prior knowledge of
the program and they’ll
be able to teach the
others.”

Who:UTPA vs. Monterrey
Tech
What: Exhibition game
When: Nov. 4, 7:30 p.m.
Where: Field House
All-time series: Broncs
lead 23-2
Broncs Roster: F-East, GPuente, G-Montalvo, GSánchez, F-Sakalys, FBerry, F-Fagan, G-Castillo,
G-Hall, G-Weir, F-Holcomb,
F-Buck, C-Lange, F-Díaz,
C-Gedminas

Date

Opponent

Date

Opponent

11/4
11/8
11/22
11/25
11/29
12/1
12/4
12/6
12/12

Monterrey Tech
Houston Quest
S. Methodist
TAMIU
UT-Arlington
SW Assemblies of God
Missouri-Kansas City
UTSA
Mississippi Valley State

12/17
12/20
12/22
12/29
12/31
1/6
1/8
1/14
1/19

North Texas
1/28
Rice
2/2
Oklahoma State
2/4
Oklahoma
2/7
McMurry
2/11
Baylor
2/14
North Texas
2/16
Wright State
2/19
Missouri-Kansas City2/28

HOME GAMES IN BOLD

Date

Opponent
IPFW
Alcorn State
Lamar
IPFW
Arkansas State
TAMUCC
Air Force
Central Baptist
TAMUCC

See ATHLETICS page 14

continued from page 16

our own system that we’ve got to get
everybody to get on board.”
What does that basketball system involve?
Speed, tempo, and aggression.
Craft describes this season’s lineup as a
glimpse of what the Lady Bronc program will
look like as it progresses. In their first year of
recruiting Craft and Anderson went out and
tried to get players who matched their
basketball philosophy, and came up with what
they feel is a highly athletic group of
ballplayers.
Craft’s hope is that there will be speed on
both sides of the ball, and she feels that will
enhance their chances of a winning season.
“Because the speed and versatility of some
positions it will allow us to defensively now
never be out of the game,” Craft said. “Usually
speed and quickness allows you to stay in the
game longer even if you are playing up.”
The Lady Broncs, who have a
tremendously competitive schedule and will
essentially be playing all of their game “up,”
will need to utilize all their speed and depth if
they are to conquer new grounds for the UTPA

2003-2004 UTPA Men’s Basketball Schedule

increase retention and graduation rates. Our
goal is to graduate 100 percent of the studentathletes that come to UTPA and represent the
institution at the NCAA Division I level."

women’s basketball program.
“We’re playing two of the Top 5. We’re at
UT, they’re No. 4 in the country, we’re at KState, they’re No. 5. We didn’t even play a
ranked opponent last year,” Craft said. “I think
that it’s a higher level schedule, and at the
same time if we have improved our depth than
hopefully we will be a little bit more
competitive.”
In terms of depth, Craft is comfortable. In
her assumption, she has two to three players
that can hold each position, but she
understands that her team could be more
complete.
“I think the thing that is lacking from this
team is what I would call a go-to player, or a
marquee player,” Craft said. “But as far as
team depth and the understanding of how the
team has to be greater than just one or two
people, I think this team has that. I think they
understand that the only way they are going to
be successful is if they buy in, and sometimes
those types of groups end up winning you a lot
more ball games than the teams that have the
marquee kid.”

2003-2004 UTPA Women’s Basketball Schedule
Date
11/21
11/22
11/25
11/29
12/5
12/6
12/14
12/17
12/19

Opponent
Air Force
Boise State/Dayton
TAMUI
St. Edward’s
St. Louis
Kansas State/Sacramento
Oral Roberts
Texas
Marshall

HOME GAMES IN BOLD

Date
12/28
12/31
1/2
1/7
1/9
1/11
1/13
1/22
1/24

Opponent
Tulsa
Prairie View A&M
UT-Arlington
Sacramento State
San Diego State
Louisiana-Lafayette
SE Louisiana
SW Missouri State
TAMUCC

Date
1/27
1/31
2/3
2/9
2/16
2/19
2/24
2/28
3/3

Opponent
Incarnate Word
IPFW
Northern Colorado
Prairie View A&M
Louisiana-Lafayette
IPFW
TAMUCC
SE Louisiana
Northern Arizona

sports
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Broncs prepare for spring
season after regional tourney

Photo by Matt Lynch/The Pan American

Senior Tom Mangelschots of Belgium practices last spring. Last season, UTPA reached the Southland Conference tourney semifinals.

Athletics
The department has implemented a mandatory 10-week
orientation for all incoming
and transferring student-athletes to familiarize them with
various educational resources
available at the university.
Topics such as time management, how to use library and
computer center resources,
and test preparation are taught
at orientation. Study school
workshops are also available
to student-athletes in reading,
writing, and speech, which
are ongoing throughout the
year.
"As an athletics administration we work very hard to
provide an environment for
our student-athletes that is
conducive to athletic and academic successes," said
Uchacz. "Our coaches have
recruited outstanding athletes,
but also outstanding citizens
as well."
At the end of each semester, systematic academic
reports are compiled and
reported to Nevárez, the
President’s Council, and the
Athletic Council, to illustrate
each athlete’s grade performance. As of spring semester
2003, the student-athlete GPA
had increased to a 2.92, outpacing the total student body

The University of Texas-Pan
American men's tennis team gained a
lot of confidence with a solid performance at the Omni Hotel ITA Southwest
Regionals at Texas Christian
University.
Junior Jeremy Salvo won three
matches and made it all the way to the
round of 16 in the championship
bracket where he was defeated by
Alex Menichini of Texas Christian, 63, 6-2.
Salvo had beaten Robert Kirchner of
UT-San Antonio, 6-1, 6-4, Dimitrio
Martínez of Texas Tech, 6-4, 6-2, and
Khaled El Dorry of Texas A&M, 6-4,
0-6, 6-4.
Eduardo Provencio, UTPA’s head
tennis coach, believes that after a performance like this, the program is
headed in the right direction.
"It was a good showing, but obviously not where we want to be. But
it’s where we need to go," Provencio
said.
The Broncs are finished for the fall
season and they are going to concentrate on the upcoming spring season,
and prepare for a run at a Southland
Conference title.
Provencio knows that he needs his
young players to step up and believes
that they are headed in the right direc-

Of course all the odds will be
tion.
stacked against Pan Am when the team
"Our young guys are playing pretty
takes to the court, but this does not
well, and those are the guys we are
scare the players.
trying to get up to speed with everyProvencio believes the work that is
body else," Provencio said. "Now, offrequired to be the best will get done
season, is the time we are really going
and other teams will learn to respect
to get everyone up and going."
UTPA.
The orange"People don’t
and-green, after
even know
enjoying this
where our
week off, will
school is and
get back to the
People don’t even
we are trying to
grind next week
know where our
put ourselves on
when they begin
the map,"
with skill workschool is and we
Provencio said.
outs and weight
are trying to put
"I want the
room visits.
guys to play
Newly added
ourselves
on
the
with a chip on
Texas A&Mmap.
their shoulders
Corpus Christi,
because we
a Top 75 team,
have to work
makes the
- Eduardo Provencio,
UTPA Tennis Coach
extra hard to get
Southland
where everyone
Conference a
else is at and
stronger conferwe have opened some eyes with the
ence for tennis.
bigger schools in Texas."
Coach Provencio feels his guys are
The Broncs have their eyes set on
ready for the task ahead of them and
one prize at the end of conference: a
likes the leadership his older guys are
conference championship. And
displaying.
Provencio has no doubt that this is a
"The guys are pretty fired up and
very attainable goal.
they really feel like they can win a
"Our goal is to win it all. I think if
strong conference," Provencio said.
we don’t shoot for the championship
"That pulls along the young guys
of the conference, then we are selling
because of the older guys always talkourselves short," Provencio said.
ing about it."

“

“

By MATT HALL
The Pan American

continued from page 15
GPA of 2.62. Ten of the student-athletes had a 4.0 GPA
last spring semester and 31
were members of the Dean’s
List Second Honors.
"Dealing with academic
accomplishments, what was
once a real weakness in our
athletic program, has now
become a strong point," said
Weidner.
Kevin Mitchell, a former
guard for the men’s basketball
team, was named to the 2003
Verizon Academic All-District
Team in his senior year.
Mitchell, along with James
Davis, made the NCAA
Division I-AAA Athletic
Director’s Scholar-Athletes
team in 2003.
The UTPA women’s tennis
team made the ITA Academic
All-American team. As of last
spring, 51 percent have a 3.0
GPA or higher. The UTPA
athletics department also
ranked by USA Today and the
NCAA Foundation eighth in
the nation, out of 319 in
Division I, for academic
achievements in one of the
three categories.
So the grades are increasing, as quickly as the number
of employees when Weidner
started. Upon his arrival in
1998, he created 18 new posi-

tions in the department.
"While other athletic programs across the country are
downsizing and eliminating
positions and even eliminating sports, we’re growing,"
said Weidner. Due to budget
increases and fundraising,
which has increased 550 percent since ‘98, the department has been able to establish a recruiting budget, which
did not exist five years ago.
Starting in fall semester 2005,
baseball and women’s
track/cross country, women’s
golf, and women’s tennis will
be fully funded, enabling
these sports to compete with
just about any other university
in terms of scholarship.
Budget increases have also
enhanced existing facilities
and helped build new ones.
The Orville Cox tennis
courts were renovated, as well
as the men’s basketball locker
room, and the Athletics
Administration Offices. A
new $6.5 million baseball stadium complex was built in
conjunction with the city of
Edinburg that can seat 4,000
people and houses the UTPA
baseball team year-round. The
new weight room, which is
exclusively for the use of student-athletes, was completed

a few weeks ago, and has
been an ongoing project
shared by the university
administration and the athletics department.
"In order to compete at the
highest level, our student-athletes need a state of the art
strength and conditioning
facility," said Uchacz. "This
will not only help them get
bigger, stronger, and faster,
but will also help to prevent
and rehabilitate injuries."
The UTPA athletics department, along with the studentathletes, is also active in community involvement. Some of
these programs are Adopt-aSchool, where the athletes go
to participating elementary
schools and talk to the students and take part in various
activities, the Boys and Girls
Club, and Habitat for
Humanity. Community
involvement has also become
part of the UTPA basketball
program.
"When you come to a basketball game there’s things
going on besides basketball;
giveaways, fan involvement,
$10,000 shot, and acts like the
slam dunk show, and the San
Antonio Spurs Coyote,"
Weidner said. "There is
always a lot of interaction
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Black organization International students
gets start on campus bring variety to campus
By JULIAN CAVAZOS
The Pan American
Though their numbers are small, they
made history last week.
On the third floor of the University
Center Oct. 24, between 25 and 30 Black
UTPA students attended a startup meeting
for the first black student organization on
campus.
The Black Student Association (BSA)
spent the meeting tossing around ideas
about what activities to have, and about
what the organization’s purpose will be.
With a temporary constitution, the group’s
main goals so far are to make UTPA
aware of the presence of black culture
here on campus, and to promote unity
between members.
They also want others realize that
blacks at UTPA are not just here to play
sports, as is commonly assumed. They are
also here to get a quality education.
“I don’t want people here to think that
the blacks here are all athletes. I want
them to be aware that there is a variety of
blacks who are working their best at
whatever their goal is,” said senior Amy
Moses of Edinburg, who is a studentathlete.
The meeting marked the first time that
many of these black students had actually
met one another. Some have been here for
the past few years, and others have just
entered this semester. The truth is,
possibly because of being such a small
minority in a predominantly Latino area,
many black students felt lost and

fragmented because most people here are
not black. The Valley is about 85 percent
Hispanic and the majority of the
remainder are Anglo. One census report
said there are fewer than 5,000 Blacks in
the Valley, that leaves them wanting a
comfortable place to come and associate
with others like them.
“I felt lost. I saw all different types of
organizations, and wanted to see some
support for me. Something had to
change,” said Orin Adams. "There should
be more student involvement among
African-Americans, an organization that
says ‘if you feel uncomfortable here (at
UTPA), there is an organization (BSA)
you can go to to find something in
common’”
The BSA is still an unofficial and
temporary organization, but will become
official soon, one with big plans. One is
not to limit organization membership to
blacks only. People of all races and
ethnicities are welcome to take part. The
group plans to invite speakers for Black
History Month, and to take part in a
dancing tradition called Steps. It will also
be part of a new center opening in 2004.
Adviser Jeanette Broshears, said, “We’ll
kick off a Multicultural Center in January
and we are excited to have BSA be a part
of that.”
For those interested in being a member
of the BSA, the next meeting will take
place Nov. 6 in UC 317. Contact
Elizabeth Robertson for more information
at: starsassy_18@hotmail.com, or call
Broshears at (956)381-2659.

five years, we have become
successful as a result of the
vision implemented by our
athletics director," said
Uchacz. "He has surrounded
himself with top notch coaches and administrators who all
believe in the good of the
department than of an individual team or unit. It has been a
combined effort on all parts
that has influenced the direction we are headed as an athletics program, one that I
know the university is proud
of."

By LUIS SAAVEDRA
The Pan American

UTPA international student adviser Philip
Clay believes a 36-percent increase in
enrollment by international students this
semester is due to the quality of services and
programs offered at the University.
Although the university does some
promotion of its programs along the border in
Mexico, it does not do so in any other part of
the world. Thus, Clay believes the increase of
student population who come from other
countries is due to peer-to-peer
recommendation, or word of mouth. But
whatever the reason, they are coming.
“Our surveys show that international
students are more satisfied with the services
and programs now than three years before,”
he said. “As a result they recommend UTPA
to their friends and relatives back home and
they decide to come too.”
Of the 47 countries represented on campus,
the steepest increase of foreign students has
been with students from Mexico and India.
These countries registered an increase of 32
and 34 percent, respectively, upping the
overall international student population to
579 visitors. This total does not include 10
exchange students.
The university has an all-time high
enrollment of nearly 16,000, and is expected
to continue to grow in coming years.
Students from other areas of the state and
country are being recruited, and so are
internationals.
Clay predicts enrollment of international
students will continue to increase and may
reach 600 students by the spring semester and
700 by the fall.
Recent articles in the Houston Chronicle
and the San Antonio Express-News attribute
the larger immigrant population in the United
States to foreigners’ eagerness to experience
American life. The entering internationals
also change the place they visit for education.
Since Mexico is the most frequently
represented country on campus, this creates

an impact on the culture of the Rio Grande
Valley.
It is not unusual for professors to have
several students in class who commute back
and forth from Reynosa to Edinburg for
school. Despite longer waits to cross the
bridge due to post-Sept. 11 regulations and
security, the stream of Mexicans continues,
and so does the cultural exchange between
groups.
One of the cultural aspects affected is
language. Bilingualism is on the rise, and
according to the U.S. Census Bureau almost
47 million people in the country speak a
language other than English at home. This is
more common in states that border Mexico or
are on the two coasts. Eighty-seven percent
of the population in Brownsville fall into this
second language category as well as 74
percent in McAllen.
Mexican students bring their own
distinctive styles as well, and these mesh with
those already found in the Valley for a unique
hybrid mix. Add to that the healthy
contingent of summer Study Abroad students,
both American and Mexican, who travel to
other countries together, and the university
offers a slice of modern life that most places
cannot fathom. In a sense, UTPA is ahead of
the curve in understanding and helping
fashion the growing Hispanicization of
American culture.
The fastest growing minority group in the
country is now the largest in terms of overall
population. The Hispanic bloc’s spending
power and importance in advertising are
becoming more obvious. Many other areas
are starting to have a distinctly “Latin” flavor.
Along with the influx of students from
down south, Asian students from a number of
countries have also made their mark in recent
years. The Asian Students Association has
hosted cultural events the last two years and
its membership continues to burgeon, and the
recently instituted Black Students Association
made news this week with its first meeting
and plans for future involvement as a campus
organization.

GOT SOMETHING

Photo by Amy Medellín/The Pan American

The new weight room built exclusively for student-athletes.

with the crowd."
Men’s basketball home
game attendance has
increased 127 percent since
’1998, to an average of 3,100
people in 2002. The largest
crowd ever was accomplished
two years ago. An estimated
5,200 people were in attendance at the UTPA Field
House, which seats only
4,000. Season tickets were
sold out during the 2000-01
season.
"Although we have made
significant strides over the last
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YOU NEED TO SAY?

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

FIRST MEETING— The Black Student Association had its initial meeting last week, and
is looking forward to becoming an active campus organization. There are only 5,000
blacks in the Valley, but UTPA has decent representation.

The Pan American wants to hear what
you have to say about stories, current
events or anything you want to rant
about. Send your responses to panameditor@hotmail.com
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How does it feel to be a
minority here in the Valley?

Gabriel Ekartarh
Chemical Engineering
Junior
I feel comfortable in this environment. If I
don’t come to my classes it is easy for
instructors to notice you aren’t there.
But I don’t feel different.

Valencia Koday
Nursing
Junior
It makes me feel like I am unique in a
good way. I feel like I belong in many
groups. I moved around a lot growing up
because my father was in the Air Force. I
was exposed to many cultures. I feel I
belong. I can enjoy many cultures here.
I can enjoy Cinco de Mayo and
Independence Day. I can be proud of both.

Robert Camp
Civil Engineering
Freshman
It doesn’t feel different. There isn’t
any racism, you still make friends. I
don’t know anyone here that treats
me different. You hope by now people
would be mature enough to not pass
judgment on any one.

Dr. Mohammad Hannan
Physics/Physical Science Professor
No, I do not think there is a
difference in the minority groups.
Generally we do not follow that
trend. Everyone here is equal and
we treat everyone equally – faculty
and staff – as far as my knowledge.

Rondi Bacolod
Nursing
Freshman
I’ve always been in the minority group.
I’ve lived in different states. There are
always people that make you feel
different, small but the majority of people
are nice. They tend to look at you a little
different regardless.
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Tenure path complicated
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
There are many students attending The
University of Texas-Pan American who end
up staying longer than the typical four years.
These students may be here longer than some
of their professors.
However, UTPA offers an opportunity for
faculty members to earn their right to stay on
campus by earning tenure. This lofty faculty
status assures faculty members that they will
be able to perform their professional
institutional responsibilities without fear of
random dismissal. But it also carries some
risk.
If they are able to earn tenure, faculty
members are ensured a degree of academic
freedom and professional security, and in turn
their security helps the university fulfill its
obligations to the students. But if they cannot
complete the necessary work, they are usually
asked to leave when their contract runs out.
According to Rodolfo Arevalo, vice
president of Academic Affairs, UTPA
currently provides faculty with the
opportunity to achieve tenure after six years,
on average, of probationary status. This
process demands that faculty members
develop teaching skills while pursuing
ongoing research efforts which will hopefully
result in the development of scholarly
publications.
“Future tenure status for faculty is a
milestone that encourages faculty to excel in
all areas critical to the responsibilities of the
professoriate,” Arevalo said. “Tenure is very
important to the majority of faculty at the
university because it brings a certain level of
security for those who attain it.”
Currently the Board of Regents at the
university are the sole decision makers on
which faculty members will be awarded
tenure. Department chairs and deans can
provide recommendations to the provost’s
consideration
Jose Cortez, associate professor of physics,
said that when he spent a year as chair of his
department, he did not have much say in the
tenure process.
“At UTPA the chair is basically powerless
when it comes to tenure of the faculty in his
department,” Cortez said. “I can tell you, I
felt my input did not count very much.
Maybe this is an isolated incident but who
knows what the rest of the world looks like.”
“Tenure is usually awarded to faculties who
have demonstrated that they can be
productive and that the productivity that they
demonstrate during their six-year
probationary period will continue after they
are tenured,” Arevalo said. “In some rare
occasions some faculties who are tenured stop
being productive. That is not good for the
university, because eventually these faculty
will have to be let go.”
Although tenure can be thought of as a
reward for loyalty and dedication to the
teaching profession, there are also several
negative aspects for the university faculty.
The system of tenure could possible
distract faculty from their students, because
they spend more time on time-consuming
research than in the classroom.
Cortez also feels that tenure could
sometime cause faculty to do things that
could be thought of as objectionable to make
the grade.
“In many cases, I am sure whatever you
can do to make you a super professor, some
will do it, to reach the tenured goal,” Cortez
said. “This may be the most irate statement
that I could say, but at one time I did not
believe that scientists or people that claim to
be scientists would tell a lie, but this happens
all the time. The point I am stressing is that

the system forces people, including
professors, to cross the line.”
There is also a point where tenure becomes
an issue of competition between faculty
members of the same department. Since
members know that only a few will obtain
tenure, instead of cooperation between faculty
to work on common scientific goals, cases of
division within the department faculty have
arisen.
Cortez is most worried that working to gain
tenure through publication could lead to the
deemphasis of teaching, affecting student
learning.
“Never mind what you publish, just do it is
the motivation or the driving force,” he said.
The tenure idea has been under scrutiny for
a number of years and now the State of Texas
calls for a 6-year review of all tenured
professors in state supported institutions.
This implies that the system in Texas may not
be as strong as it could be. How many at the
"6-year review" tenure earn it, and is the
process fair? Professors normally get a 6-year
appointment to tenure track position, and
have to present their work after every year to
be renewed one step further along the track.
Some argue that the doctor of philosophy
degree, or Ph.D., should also be time-limited,
as should any degree, because that ensures the
holder will keep up with the current
information in the particular field. For
example, pilots, air traffic controllers and
other professionals need to be re-certified
periodically. Yet, some feel that professors at
a university do not have that requirement. But
some would argue that having to walk along
the tenure track year by year and publish
material in the field is the same thing as retraining.
There are other critics who ask why tenure
is necessary, and why the process takes so
long.
From a professor’s standpoint, job security
is one reason, but status might be another.
“I think tenure should only be used for very
exceptional cases of professors and teachers
who have done an outstanding job both in
research and teaching, and not for having met
the time in service criteria and publishing
criteria,” Cortez said. “Tenure should be an
honor and not a right.”
Currently only holders of doctorates who
hold the assistant professor, associate
professor, or professor positions are eligible
for tenure. This leaves lecturers out, and in
fact most departments are trying to phase out
lecturers altogether for various reasons.
Arevalo does not think lecturers should be
included as possible tenure candidates
because the role of tenure track faculties are
required to be engaged in many more
activities than lectures.
Cortez, however, thinks that tenure being
offered only to professors is problematic. To
him, full-time teachers should have the tenure
option, including lecturers if they are
accomplishing their job.
“Some of our best teachers are lecturers
based on their degrees,” he said. “To be a
tenured faculty you need the Ph.D., to be a
good teacher and lecturer, you do not need a
Ph.D., and whoever argues with this point
should only ask the students. So if tenure is
what it supposed to be, full-time employment
for faculty, then teachers should have this
right.”
On the other hand, one could argue that
due to the advanced training required for a
doctoral degree, the average candidate who
completes this degree should be better able to
teach students given enhanced learning in a
particular field. The counter argument to this
has always been that often learned professors
have a tendency to be average or poor
teachers for whatever reason.

Sports
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Upcoming UTPA
Schedule
Friday, Oct. 31
Women’s tennis at UTSA Fall
Invitational
Volleyball vs. UTEP at Field
House, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 1
Women’s tennis at UTSA Fall
Invitational
Volleyball vs. Liga Municipal Select
Reynosa at Field House, 7 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 2
Women’s tennis at UTSA Fall
Invitational
Monday, Nov. 3
Women’s golf at Sam Houston
State Invitational
Tuesday, Nov. 4
Women’s golf at Sam Houston
State Invitational
Volleyball vs. TAMUK at Field
House, 5 p.m.
Men’s basketball vs. Monterrey
Tech at Field House (exhibition
game), 7:30 p.m.

UTPA Men's Flag
Football
Wildcard Playoff Results
Wednesday, Oct. 22
Mudd Dawgs 41, Metal Militia 12
Gamblers 28, Team DU 0
Playoff Results and Schedule
Monday, Oct. 27
Vipers 27, Mudd Dawgs 12
Meat Heads 41, Iron Maiden 16
Stallions 19, Xacutioners 14
Wednesday, Oct. 29
Vipers vs. Stallions, late
Gamblers vs. The Bucs, late
Meatheads vs. Gamblers/Bucs,
late

UTPA Co-Rec
Volleyball
Tournament
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SPORTS CLIPBOARD
Approximately 500,000
Texas deer hunters hit the
fields to target approximately 4 million deer.
According to TPWD biologists surveys, prospects are
better than average.
Habitat in most regions is
lush and green, and deer
herds are in excellent condition.
Opening weekend is
expected to be successful,
if the weather cooperates.
The 13th annual Hunters
for the Hungry program will
be accepting legally tagged
deer from hunters with more
deer than they need.
The program donates
deer to needy Texans.

Broncs baseball
schedule set
The University of TexasPan American 30-game
baseball schedule has been
set for the 2004 season.
The Broncs will open up
the season with six straight
home games beginning with
a two-game series against
Texas State-San Marcos of
the Southland Conference.
UTPA will also continue its
rivalry with the Reynosa
Broncos of the Mexican
Baseball League next year.
The annual Border Bash is
set for March 3.
The Broncs will also take
on the Longhorns March 30
at Austin.
Pan Am will play their
annual Green and White
game this Saturday at 12:45
p.m. at the Edinburg
Baseball Stadium.

WWE comes to
the Valley
Professional wrestling in
the form of the World
Wrestling Entertainment or
WWE will be hitting the
Valley at the new Dodge
Arena for a Nov. 17 date.
The tag team main event
will pit Kurt Angle and Chris
Benoit against Brock Lesnar
and A-Train. The event
includes a six-man tag team

Hunters await
Saturday opening
This Saturday will mark
the statewide opening of the
general whitetail deer season.

Valley High School
Football

match.
In addition, Tajiri will take
on Billy Kidman in the WWE
cruiserweight title match.
The event will also feature
four other matches on the
undercard.

James scores 25 in
loss to Kings
Lebron James scored 25
points in his professional
debut against the
Sacramento Kings
Wednesday night.
However, the 18-yearold’s efforts were for a losing cause as the Kings
defeated the Cleveland
Cavaliers 106-92 at
Sacramento.
James lived up to the
hype in his first regular season game.
James’ 25 points was the
most by any recent prep-topro rookie.
The multi-million dollar
teenager scored his first
points 88 seconds into the
game and helped the Cavs
overcome a 19-point deficit
in the fourth quarter to take
a temporary 85-83 lead, but
the Kings pulled out the win.

Results and Schedule
Tuesday, Oct. 28
H&K Club def. Bulls, 15-9, 15-10
Bhats def. Phi Kaps, 15-11, 15-12
Troopers def. Concise, 9-15, 1512, 15-13
Thursday, Oct. 30
Vipers vs. The Bhats, Noon
H&K Club vs. Tigers, Noon
Vipers/Bhats vs. H&K/Tigres,
12:30 p.m.

UTPA Men’s
Soccer
Tournament
Results and Schedule
Thursday, Oct. 30
Diablos Rojos vs. Warriors, 4
Party Boys vs. Real Bañil,5
Tuesday, Nov. 4
Warriors vs. La Pandilla, 4
López Tires vs. Real Bañil
Thursday, Nov. 6
A. San Pancho vs. The Beaners, 4
Diablos Rojos vs. Party Boys, 5
Tuesday, Nov. 11
López Tires vs. A. San Pancho, 4
Real Bañil vs. La Pandilla, 5
Thursday, Nov. 13
Diablos Rojos vs. The Beaners, 4
Warriors vs. Party Boys
Tuesday, Nov. 18
Wrecking Crew vs. López Tires, 4
Party Boys vs. Real Bañil, 5
Thursday, Nov. 20
A. San Pancho vs. Real Bañil, 4
Wrecking Crew vs. Warriors, 5
All games p.m. unless noted.

2003 CHL Standings
Northwest
Tulsa
Oklahoma City
Wichita
Colorado
New Mexico
Northeast
Memphis
Indianapolis
Bossier-Shreveport
Fort Worth
Southwest
San Angelo
Lubbock
Odessa
Amarillo
Southeast
Laredo
Austin
RGV Killer Bees
Corpus Christi

W
3
3
3
2
1
W
3
2
2
1
W
4
2
1
0
W
4
3
2
1

L
1
3
1
3
4
L
1
1
1
2
L
2
2
4
3
L
0
1
1
2

OTL
1
0
0
0
0
OTL
1
1
1
1
OTL
0
0
0
0
OTL
0
0
1
1

PTS
7
6
6
4
2
PTS
6
5
5
3
PTS
8
4
2
0
PTS
8
6
4
3

NFL Week Nine Schedule
Away
Carolina
Jacksonville
N.Y. Giants
San Diego
Indianapolis
New Orleans
Oakland
Cincinnati
Pittsburgh
St. Louis
Philadelphia
Washington
Green Bay
New England

Home
Houston
Baltimore
N.Y. Jets
Chicago
Miami
Tampa Bay
Detroit
Arizona
Seattle
San Francisco
Atlanta
Dallas
Minnesota
Denver

Date
Nov. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 3

Time
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
3:05 p.m.
3:05 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8 p.m.

Mexican Soccer League
Team
U.N.A.M.
Tigres
Pachuca
U.A.G.
América
Atlante
Necaxa
Morelia
Santos
Toluca
Cruz Azul
Irapuato
Guadalajara
Monterrey
Veracruz
Chiapas
Puebla
Atlas
Club San Luis
Querétaro
Group I
26 - Pachuca
21 - Toluca
18 - Monterrey
17 - Puebla
15 - Atlas

W-D-L
8-4-3
8-3-3
7-5-3
8-2-5
7-4-4
7-4-4
6-6-3
7-2-6
5-6-4
6-3-5
5-6-4
6-3-6
6-2-7
4-6-5
5-3-7
5-3-7
4-5-6
4-3-8
2-4-9
1 - 2 - 12

GF:GA
25:17
28:16
23:18
25:21
29:16
26:17
21:17
19:20
31:23
20:18
20:22
20:26
25:24
27:27
23:29
18:29
17:20
25:26
15:26
11:36

Group II
28 - U.N.A.M.
26 - U.A.G.
25 - América
21 - Santos
5 - Querétaro

PTS
28
27
26
26
25
25
24
23
21
21
21
21
20
18
18
18
17
15
10
5

Scorer / Team
R. Navia, MOR
A. Fernandes, MTY
C.M. Morales, ATS
E. Marcon, UAG
L.G. Rey, ATE
A. Moreno, NCX
W. Gaitan, TIG
E. Mora, VCZ
C. Blanco, AME
L.I. Quinteros, PUE
A. Silvera, TIG
J. Borgetti, SAN
J.S. Cardozo, TOL
A. Gonzalez, IRA
G. Franco, MTY
11 tied with 5 goals

Group III
27 - Tigres
23 - Morelia
21 - Cruz Azul
18 - Chiapas
10 - San Luis

G
11
10
10
9
9
9
9
9
8
8
7
7
7
6
6

Group IV
25 - Atlante
24 - Necaxa
21 - Irapuato
20-Guadalajara
18 - Veracruz

Week 15 results Oct. 25-26: San Luis 0, Morelia 1; Monterrey 0, Toluca
0; Cruz Azul 1, Puebla 0; Veracruz 3, Necaxa 2; Atlas 0, Querétaro 1;
América 2, Tigres 1; U.A.G. 2, Guadalajara 4; Atlante 3, Chiapas 0;
Irapuato 0, U.N.A.M. 1; Santos 1, Pachuca 2.
Week 16 schedule Nov. 1-2: Chiapas vs. Irapuato; Toluca vs. América;
Tigres vs. Atlas; Morelia vs. Santos; Guadalajara vs. Monterrey; Necaxa
vs. U.A.G.; Pachuca vs. Atlante; U.N.A.M. vs. Cruz Azul; Querétaro vs.
San Luis; Puebla vs. Veracruz.

District 31-4A
x-PSJA High
Sharyland
Edinburg
Mission
PSJA Mem.
Mission Vet.
Roma

Record Overall
4-0
5-2
4-1
8-1
3-1
6-1
2-2
3-4
1-3
1-7
1-4
1-7
0-4
1-7

District 32-4A
x-Bro. Porter
x-Edcouch-Elsa
Harlingen S.
Los Fresnos
Mercedes
Weslaco East
Bro. López

Record Overall
5-0
8-0
4-0
5-2
3-1
4-4
2-3
4-4
1-3
3-4
0-4
1-7
0-4
0-7

District 31-5A
x-Economedes
PSJA North
McAllen High
Nikki Rowe
La Joya
McAllen Mem.
Edinburg North
RGC

Record Overall
5–0
6–1
4–1
7–1
4–1
5–2
3–2
5–2
2–3
4–4
2–3
2–6
0–5
2–5
0–5
1–6

District 32-5
Record Overall
Bro. Rivera
4-1
5-4
Harlingen
3-1
4-3
Bro. Hanna
2-2
5-3
Donna
2-2
5-3
San Benito
2-2
4-3
Bro. Pace
2-3
3-5
Weslaco
0-4
0-7
x-clinched playoff berth
Week 9 Schedule
Thursday, Oct. 30
District 31-5A
Río Grande City at Edinburg Economedes
District 32-4A
Edcouch-Elsa at Brownsville Porter
Friday, Oct. 31
District 31-5A
McAllen High at Nikki Rowe
La Joya at Edinburg North
McAllen Memorial at PSJA North
District 32-5A
Bro. Hanna at Donnna
Weslaco High at Harlingen High
Open Date: Bro. Rivera
District 31-4A
Mission High at Roma
PSJA Memorial at Mission Memorial
Open Date: Sharyland
District 32-4A
Weslaco East at Bro. López
Open Date: Los Fresnos
District 32-3A
Lyford at Hidalgo
Raymondville at La Feria
Progreso at Port Isabel
Open Date: Río Hondo
Saturday, Nov. 1
District 32-5A
San Benito at Bro. Pace
District 31-4A
Edinburg High at PSJA High, 2 p.m.
District 32-4A
Mercedes at Harlingen South
All games are at 7:30 p.m. unless
otherwise noted.

Valley Football Top 10
Team
1. Bro. Porter
2. Economedes
3. PSJA North
4. Edcouch-Elsa
5. Bro. Rivera
6. Sharyland
7. Port Isabel
8. PSJA
9. Harlingen South
10. Lyford

Record
8-0
6-1
7-1
5-2
5-4
8-1
5-3
5-2
4-4
5-3

Pvs
1
2
4
5
6
7
10
8
13
9

Note: Poll by The Valley Morning Star
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LAC tutors finding more work this semester
By LUIS SAAVEDRA
The Pan American

Luis Saavedra/The Pan American

HELPING HAND— Peer tutor Judy Nilsson assists junior math major Roman Robles
Tuesday at the Writing Center.

IMMIGRANTS

continued from page 1

immigration. New plans were being
developed to stop the illegal crossings,
possibly with an amnesty agreement or a
guest worker program. But after the terrorist
attacks the issue froze in limbo and America
quickly became more protective of its
borders.
Rebecca M. Phares, an organizer of the
Border Pilgrimage, stated in a recent
conference at UTPA that most of the
nation’s prosperity comes from immigrant
labor. She also said that what was even more
surprising for her was that most Americans
rely on immigrants for household chores,
and manual labor, increasing the nation’s
wealth and economic stability.
Critics would argue that despite the fact
that illegal immigrants contribute in these
areas, they are still breaking the law, and
taking jobs away from low-income citizens.
And they would suggest that use of “most”
is a large exaggeration. But there is no
denying that the service industry receives a
boost from illegal Mexican labor.
Whatever the answer, it is obvious that
thousands of people decide America is the
land of opportunity, especially in
comparison to their homes, and that the
dangerous trek north is worth it.
Workplaces in the States often welcome
immigrants even though they could be
illegal because they are able to pay them
less. Part of this willingness stems from the
fact that super cheap labor in China is
forcing U.S. businessmen to desperate
measures. Part of it might be plain
exploitation. which the migrants in this
country have fought for generations.
Immigrants on the other hand, see
working here as a good deal because they
make solid money and are able to send
much of it home to Mexico in the form of
“envios.” Though they have to pay dearly to
get here, the pay is way more than they can

get at home.
For its part, America recently discussed a
trial approach to mitigate the problem of
immigrant mortality. But it has met with
controversy, as some say it will only
lengthen survival odds.
An Oct. 2002 proposal was submitted to
create a fence along the Arizona border. The
fence is said to stretch 249 miles long,
longer than the Berlin Wall, and will cover
the entire border to decrease the possibility
of crossing. But Phares stated the fence
might harm other living beings as well, such
as the animals that migrate across the desert.
Though it looks like a good plan, several
of the approximate 70 students who attended
the lecture at UTPA were not in favor of the
government’s plan, and felt other ways
could be more helpful.
Until now, the only other option the
Border Pilgrimage had was to inform
students, and members of the community of
the Valley of what is going on, what is being
done, and get feedback and ideas.
Phares was impressed with the number of
people who showed up in South Texas, and
hopes some positive ideas and actions will
come from the encounter.
“It was tremendous the number of people
that came out to support in the march,”
Phares commented. “I was really impressed
with that and this is my second trip to the
Valley. I looked forward to spending more
time and getting to know the people here.”
Lasseigne, who has worked with
immigrants for over seven years, supported
this cause because he says he’s seen the real
people and heard their stories.
“I know them as good people and
hardworking, the vast majority of them,”
Lasseigne explained. “Furthermore, I have a
special place in the heart for them. If the
Border Pilgrimage turns out well, I predict
there will be another one in the future.”

Arturo Ramos wants to see people, and sooner
than later.
The assistant director of UTPA’s Learning
Assistant Center (LAC) encourages students to
seek help with tutors early in the semester.
With a variety of services ranging from tutoring
to advising to counseling, the Center is open to all
students regardless of their major and
classification. It has been 32 years since it debuted
on campus as Proyecto Esperanza (Project Hope).
After years of being located inside the Student
Services building, the LAC moved into the old
Mathematics building next to the library last
winter.
“This location has worked favorably for both
students and tutors,” said Ramos. “It’s easier for
us to work together and it becomes more
accessible for students.”
Throughout the years, the services offered at
the center have expanded. Students can get help
from tutors on different courses in math, science,
history, political science, Spanish, and French.
Counselors offer advice on depression, dating,
and eating disorders. In addition to this, the
center’s staff advises and assesses TSI-deficient
students. This is possible through the reading lab,
where students improve their vocabulary and
comprehension skills. Also, the Writing Center
located in the library employs tutors to assists
students with individual writing projects.
Like the people who seek their services, most
tutors are either graduate or undergraduate
students and although they do not have to major

in the subject they tutor, they are required to
maintain a GPA of at least 3.0 in the subject they
tutor and 2.5 overall. In addition to this and in
order to better serve the students, tutors must
attend training on a regular basis.
Because of the improvements the LAC has
undergone and the increase of student population
at UTPA, the demand for services has changed as
well.
“It used to be five or six years ago that the
tutors didn’t have much to do,” said Teresa
Garcia, writing center supervisor. “Now it’s really
the opposite. The tutors are really in high
demand.”
This is why students who need help with a
subject are encouraged to seek it early in the
semester.
“It’s very hard for us to overcome one or two
F’s already,” said Ramos. “That’s why it ‘s better
for students to come to tutoring early and not wait
until they fail a test.”
Moreover, according to Ramos, the state is
considering implementing tougher regulations that
may limit the number of times a student can
repeat a given course. This could imply that once
a student has repeated one course a certain
number of times his tuition fees could rise. Still,
this is yet to be confirmed.
In the meantime, like Ramos, Garcia believes it
is beneficial for students to visit the LAC early
and to do so often.
“Many times students think that they’re going
to work with a tutor and see an immediate
improvement,” she explained. “But it isn’t like
that. You see it slowly occurring. It’s a process,
just like anything else.”

Costello leaves cleanup
as last UTPA work legacy
By HILDA MORALES
The Pan American
When Richard Costello started working for
UTPA as director of the Environmental Health
and Safety Department, one of his goals was to
establish the university as an environmentally
conscious institution. Throughout the years he
implemented campaigns to try and earn UTPA
awards, recognition and even grants. Now that he
is leaving to assume a new position with The
University of Texas-San Antonio in the spring, he
is determined to leave UTPA mercury-free.
Recently, UTPA received a grant from the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to
replace the use of mercury containing devices
throughout campus. Nearly 1,300 thermometers
and 15 sphygmomanometers in laboratory and
clinical settings will be replaced with alcohol
thermometers and digital- or vacuum-based
sphygmomanometers.
And the project goes beyond replacement.
Research regarding how effective and beneficial
this will be for the students, faculty and every
living organism at UTPA is under way because
the university has been using mercury since it
opened.
“The awareness of the potential health hazards
a mercury spill can cause is fortunately rising,”
Costello said. “We are currently working with
Edinburg schools to put this campaign into effectwe are educating the teachers and safety faculty to
stop the use of mercury.”
The signs of the toxicity of mercury in the
human body are not immediately visible,
however, they do show up and the results are very
damaging and can even be fatal.
“It mostly affects sexual reproductive organs
and kidneys; it is also a major factor in birth

Luis Saavedra/The Pan American

ADIOS— Richard Costello is leaving to take
a job at UT-San Antonio in environmental
health and safety.

defects that people don’t give a second thought
that it may be related to mercury exposure. That’s
what we are trying to avoid: further exposure to
this mineral,” said Saul Jauregi, safety specialist.
As of this Friday, Jauregi will be taking
responsibility for Costello’s position temporarily
until a replacement is approved. Jauregi has
already applied for the position and is hoping he
will get it because he has high hopes for this
campaign and wishes to emulate Costello’s legacy
at UTPA.
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Wildfire organization replacing Blazers
For the first time in 10 years the
Blazers dance team will not perform at
university basketball games, thanks to a
familiar recent story line of an
organization trying to survive budget cuts
and not succeeding.
The dance team used to be a regular
half-time and time-out entertainment plus
for Bronc games, but not anymore.
However, when the Blazers were told that
there wasn’t enough money to keep them
around, eight girls created a new
organization, Wildfire, to keep in touch
with their high school friends and still do
what they love to do, dance.
There are five former Blazers in the
new contingent. Melanie Ruiz, former cocaptain of the defunct group, is president
for the new group, which resembles the
former Blazer dancers in look and routine
styles, though there are 12 fewer
members.
“Our motto is simple: ‘We’ll light your
*** on fire!’ It’s a symbol of what we will
give the audience when they come to one
of the games,” stated Ruiz, who also has
some pointed remarks about the demise of
the Blazers.
With a motto like that it’s hard not to
notice the new organization performing
original choreography. According to Ruiz,
“The Blazers’ routines were created by
myself and a few others. There wasn’t
much of a team effort when it came to
actually practicing.”

She admitted that the exit of the Blazers
was no shock.
“I wasn’t surprised, it was kind of
expected that we would no longer be a
team,” she said. “Some of the girls were
not staying the full four-year commitment
it took to really put on a good
performance.”
Wildfire performed at Midnight
Madness earlier in the month, and
according to Ruiz there were plenty of
compliments for their work.
“There wasn’t really any animosity
between the former Blazer dancers who
didn’t join our organization, they were
there and wished us good luck,” stated
Ruiz.
But, that isn’t entirely so. Senior Erika
Silva is a dance major (ensemble) and
former Blazer dancer who disagrees on
that matter.
“To be honest, I loved being a Blazer
but all Charlie did was push play. We
could have kept the team going on our
own and I know the girls agree,” said
Silva, referring to former team adviser
Charlie Caseres.
“If there is one person in the group who
is saying she did all the work, she would
be lying. But that was definitely a select
group of girls who decided which friends
they wanted in Wildfire,” she added. “I
tried to keep in touch with Wildfire’s
president but they made it a point to not
involve those who they did not want in
their organization, much like high school.
It doesn’t seem very professional and the
Blazers were all professionals,” she
emphasized.

HUB fair promotes
underutilized firms
By CHRISTINA HARRIS
The Pan American

Elizabeth Padilla/The Pan American
Special to The Pan American

AT THE FAIR— Kassandra Madrigal, pre-pharmacy freshman (left) and Sandra
Morales, philosophy junior, attended the HUB vendor fair Wednesday.

TRANSFER— The Wildfire organization includes several former members of the Blazers
dance team, which was a budget casualty this year.

but no one seemed to have the time or
MEMORIES
will to coach the Blazers. It would have
This year would have marked the 10th
taken approximately a minimum of
anniversary for the Blazer dance team.
$10,800 to hire an assistant director partWhen Caseres had the idea to start a
time for 2-3 hours three times a week, not
performance group separate from the
counting game time.
cheerleaders, people thought he was
“It was a bittersweet experience for me,
crazy. In 1993, Caseres knew there needed
but nothing is final,” said Caseres. “The
to be a creative dance outlet for entering
Blazers could always come back.”
freshman, who came from Valley high
One former dancer would welcome the
schools with dance experience. At that
chance to get busy again.
time, the university didn’t even have a
“If Charlie were to bring the Blazers
dance major.
back I would say yes because he has been
“Back then we had a new basketball
like a deranged father in law to me,
coach and new facilities. There was so
always pushing the team to be better,”
much talent going to waste; it just wasn’t
said Ruiz. “He knows
getting utilized,”
what the guys in the
Caseres recalled.
audience like to see.”
“Fast forward to
Wildfire will start
this year, I was
Our motto is
the first of several
burning candles on
open auditions starting
three ends and
simple: ‘We’ll light
Nov. 2 at 5:30 p.m. in
getting burned for it.
your *** on fire!’ It’s a
the gymnastics room
I had to blow out one
symbol of what we
in HPEB 2. There are
of the candles to stay
no member fees and
above water,” he
will give the audience
experience is not
said.
when they come to
necessary.
Caseres was
one of the games.
Auditions will
working 12-hour
continue until the
days and coaching
- Melanie Ruiz,
eight-member
the Blazers for about
President of Wildfire dancers
performance group
six hours, not to
has enough dancers to
mention maintaining
perform.
an added role as
For now, Silva and many of the others
cheer adviser and as co-drafter of a
remain out of the loop.
proposal to build a new rec-sports center.
“I choose not to join Wildfire because it
So time was an element in the death of
wouldn’t be fair having one person try to
the Blazers.
do everything like when we were the
As always, money was a factor in the
Blazers,” she said. “It’s the university’s
decision. The recreational- athletic
loss and I wish the new organization luck
department tried to seek other forms of
advisement in the kinesiology department, in the future.”

“

“

By VANESSA L. LUCIO
The Pan American
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SIGNING UP— Ana Cache fills out paperwork at the
Graduate Student Fair earlier in the week. Dozens of university reps were on hand to recruit.

The University of Texas-Pan American
Historically Underutilized Businesses
(HUB) Program Office held its 3rd annual
vendor fair Wednesday in the Student
Ballroom. Over 25 minority- and womanowned businesses were in attendance to
endorse products or services.
Vendor exhibit booths featured office
supplies, janitorial and safety supplies,
promotional items, furniture, computer
equipment, laboratory supplies, and
printing supplies. Although the majority of
the vendors are based locally, a few
outside businesses also made the trip to
promote their services.
Nancy Johnson, the owner of Design
Center Signs and Banners, traveled over
625 miles from Tyler to attend the fair.
“We want to get some business in this
area,” said Johnson. “We’re here to help
people advertise their event, business or
organization.”
In order to be HUB-certified, the
business has to be at least 51 percent
owned and operated by a woman or
minority. According to the HUB website
the mission of the program is to encourage
and effectively promote the utilization of
HUBs by all state agencies, and to report
their utilization to the State legislature.

“The purpose of this program is to
promote full and equal business
opportunities for all businesses in state
contracting in accordance with the goals
specified in the State of Texas Disparity
Study,” said Alex Valdez, program
coordinator.
According to the University of Texas-El
Paso website, the disparity study was
performed in 1993 to determine whether
race and sex discrimination limited the
ability of companies owned by minorities
and women from doing business in Texas.
Policies and rules were created three years
later that institutions and state agencies
were required to follow. State agencies
are to make good-faith efforts to assist
HUB businesses and utilize their services.
Valdez thinks that there might one day
be a time in the future in which business
owners will no longer have to be
identified by race,. Then the identifiable
factor would become size.
“Programs like HUB will have to
change and adapt, not only ensuring that
different owners (based on race) but also
different sizes of businesses, large or
small can all have an equal opportunity to
bid on state contracts,” said Valdez.
“These programs do not guarantee the
awards of the bid, but they do help
businesses get the opportunity to bid on
them.”
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were kept, such as the use of skulls. These skulls symbolize
death and rebirth. Today, the holiday is celebrated in Latin
countries and parts of the United States where there is a
heavy Latin population.
ALTARS
These altars are a common way to honor the dead on this
holiday. Family members and loved ones set up these
monuments with old photos, belongings and reminders of
their deceased loved one. According to Hinojosa, who has
contributed to Diego Rivera's shrine, it is a good idea to
include their favorite food or candy. In rural Mexico and
Guadalupe, the altar may be set up on the actual gravesite.
They include toys for children and bottles of tequila for
adults. In the United States and large cities in Mexico altars
are set up in the homes of the deceased and family
members to honor their loved ones. Candles and flowers
are used to decorate these altars.
TRADITIONAL HOLIDAY FOOD
Pan de muertos or bread of the dead is a traditional sweet
bread that is served on Nov. 2. The ingredients call for a
small skeleton toy baked inside the bread. The hidden toy is
placed in the bread so the family member who bites into it
will have good luck.
Sugared skulls are decorated with pink or blue lace
according to Raquel Hinojosa of the International Museum
of Arts and Sciences in McAllen. The skulls are more
meaningful if they include the name of the deceased written
across it. If the person was male or female, you would use
pink or blue lace. The small skulls are then meant to be
eaten by a family member or loved one.
Also, like any traditional Mexican holiday, tamales are
usually served as a meal.

BAND
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continued from page 7

and I basically bugged Danny to let me into
Fahtt Chester," Mendoza said. "After nonstop nagging they agreed to give me a shot."
Fahtt Chester's members now include
Danny Cardenas (vocals and guitar), Matt
Enriquez (guitar), Alfonzo Mendoza (bass),
and Isaac Trevino (drummer).
"This band has been able to please many
people with our 'I'm better than you' attitude
and energetic stage presence," said the band.
Cardenas lives in Mercedes and has
played guitar for eight years. On a break
from school, his focus is to write more
songs for the band.
Cardenas said, "During middle school I
was fat, so I thought that playing guitar
would help me be cooler and get the ladies
to notice me."
He has written most of the Fahtt Chester
lyrics, which talk mainly about girls and
everyday life experiences.
Enriquez is from San Juan and has played
guitar for two years. He is a senior in high
school.
"I was inspired to start playing because a
lot of my friends at Med-High would play,
so I eventually picked it up also," Enriquez
said. "Now the best part of playing is when
you see the audience dance and sing to your
tunes. I really enjoy getting crazy and
putting on a good show."
Fahtt Chester's bass Mendoza is a
University of Texas-Pan American senior
marketing major. He works as the
university's telephone operator and plays on
his free time. Mendoza has played for about

three and a half years.
"The guys have been
patient with me and have
taught me something
new all the time,"
Mendoza said. "It would
be nice to make a career
out of it, but it’s a tough
industry. I just hope to
be playing with these
guys for many more
years."
Arlett Lomeli/The Pan American
Trevino, the Fahtt
Danny Cardenas, Alfonzo Mendoza and Matt Enriquez, with drumChester's drummer, is
mer Isaac Trevino (not shown) make up the band Fahtt Chester.
from Mission and
currently enjoying his
who will perform, prices, and directions.
vacation before starting college in the
Fahtt Chester plays "Union" shows, but
spring.
have also played with local talents such as
"I started playing because Eloy, our
One time thing, Stiff one eye, Malcontent
previous bass player, wanted to start a band
so bad he kept nagging me," Trevino said. "I Party, Yoink, 13th Victim, as well as, out of
also started drums because I was inspired by town bands. Out of Town bands include
Dynomite boy, Limbeck, Lonely Kings, and
Brain, the drummer of Primus."
Unsung Zeros.
Fahtt Chester's goal is to get signed to a
The next show for Fahtt Chester under
label and tour the nation.
the Union shows will be a tribute show and
Trevino said, "We want to conquer the
is scheduled for Halloween night, Oct. 31, at
U.S. ... simple as that."
Athena's II located on 16th and Beech (near
Fahtt Chester can be heard online at
the McAllen Library, two blocks from
MP3.com. The band is in the process of
Business 83). Price to see the show is $3 for
finishing its web site in a few weeks. The
all ages. Show starts at 7 p.m. and will
band is also a part of the Union, a collective
include the following bands: Plan 9 (from
of local talent that meets once a month to
Monterrey), Fahtt Chester, A One Time
organize shows for the bands. The Union
Thing, Parkwood Ave., and The Grendels.
website (www.the-union.org) has
There will be a Halloween costume contest.
information about each band. It also
The prize is $100.
contains the show dates, location, bands
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Around
Town
Halloween Costume
Oct. 30 from 8 p.m. to
midnight
Place: UTB
Event: The UTB Halloween
Costume Party features a
best costume, best howl
and pumpkin pie eating
contest, as well as live
music, hors d’oeuvres and
door prizes.
Price: $10
Phone: (956) 983-7400
Broadway show
Oct. 30 at 7:30 p.m.
Place: McAllen Civic Center
Event: The Broadway
musical ‘Saturday Night
Fever’ comes to the Valley
stage.
Price: $30-35.
Musical
Nov. 13-15, 20-22 at 7:30
with 3 p.m. matinees on
Nov. 16 and 23
Place: PSJA High School
Performing Arts Centre
Event: The life and times of
singer/song writer Ellie
Greenwich are celebrated in
the Broadway musical
“Leader of the Pack: The
Ellie Greenwich Musical.”
Her sixties hits include
“Chapel of Love,” “Do Wah
Diddy” and “Da-Do Ron
Ron.”
Phone: (956) 783-2252
Health Fair
Nov. 23 from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m.
Place: McAllen Civic Center
Event: The 20th Annual
“Heart of the Valley Health
Fair,” sponsored by the
McAllen Chamber of
Commerce, promotes health
awareness in the Valley. A
children’s section will
feature fingerprinting by the
McAllen Police Department
and a Fire Safety House set
up by the McAllen Fire
Department to teach
children how to exit a
burning house.
Price: Free
Phone: (956) 682-2871

■ Dancing Devil . . . . . . 8
■ LeAnn Rimes . . . . . . 9
■ Culture Club . . . . . . . 9

Professor honored with award for reptile research
By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American
Slow and steady, the tortoise wins
the race? Not exactly, on Saturday,
Nov. 1 the reptile will be the subject
of a noted honor.
That’s when the Valley Nature
Center (VNC) honors Dr. Frank
Judd, a research professor at the
University of Texas-Pan American,
as this year’s Outstanding Naturalist
for his research with the Texas
Tortoise, Gopherus berlandieri.
Judd’s research has been steady
through the years, but with over 94
publications in less than 40 years
his work has not been slow.
“I am honored and I am grateful,”
Judd, who received a doctorate in
zoology from Texas Tech University
in 1973, said. “And humbled for
this recognition.”
This is the fourth year the VNC

will honor a local
naturalist for
contributions to the well
being of the local flora
and fauna. The group
will hold an Outstanding
Naturalist Awards Dinner
on Saturday at the First
United Methodist Hall in
Weslaco at 6:30 p.m.
Members of the VNC
make nominations, and
the ultimate decision is
up to the executive committee. The
estimated 400 members of the
center can nominate potential
candidates. To be eligible for the
award the individual is not required
to be a member.
Martin Hagne, executive director
of the VNC, is pleased that Judd
was chosen as this year’s winner
from a pool of noteworthy
candidates.

“I think it was an
excellent choice,” Hagne
said. “I think Dr. Judd
definitely deserves to be
recognized.” Judd has
received several awards
for his research and work
as a professor, such as the
Leadership Award from
the Texas Agricultural
Extension Service in 1991.
Eleven of Judd’s 94
scientific publications are
about various aspects of the biology
of the Texas Tortoise. Along with
his co-author Dr. Francis
Rose—chairman of the biology
department at Texas State
University in San Marcos— he has
covered topics such as population
structure and size, egg production,
growth, and longevity of this
species tortoise.
In addition to his extensive

studies of the Texas tortoise, Judd
has researched numerous topics
including: the role of lipids in the
reproductive cycles of lizards and
mammals, the effect of freezes on
the woody vegetation in the Rio
Grande Valley, and the population
ecology of the Keeled Earless
Lizard.
Currently Judd is continuing
research involving Texas
vegetation.
“I am currently working on two
grants.” Judd said. “I am also
writing papers for publication based
on data that I have collected
previously.”
Judd’s studies will be discussed
at the Outstanding Naturalist
Awards Dinner. Tickets for the
dinner are $12.95 per person, and
can be purchased from any VNC
board member or by calling the
office at (956) 969-2475.

Fahtt Chester: Local band hoping for
success, to perform at coffee shop
By ARLETT LOMELI
The Pan American
"When I'm in front of so
many people performing, it
feels like having sex for the
very first time, you can't
believe you are doing it at first,
but after a while it becomes
easy," said Danny Cardenas,
vocals and guitar for the
melodic punk band Fahtt
Chester.

Fahtt Chester was formed in
2000 by Med-High (South
Texas High School for Health
Professions) students Danny
Cardenas, Eloy Pina, and Isaac
Trevino. They were together
for a year before they
introduced an incoming
freshman, Matt Enriquez, to
the band. After two years of
success, hard times came and
Pina, the bass player, left the
band for personal reasons.

After months of not filling
Pina's position the band took a
break and only played two
shows as a trio. Finally in
November 2002, former Eh?
Ska! Later saxophone player
Alfonzo Mendoza was hired to
fill Pina's bass duties.
"I use to play saxophone in
Eh? Ska! Laters with Danny, a
ska band. The band separated

Arlett Lomeli/The Pan American

See BAND page 10

Left to right, Danny Cardenas, Alfonzo Mendoza and Matt
Enriquez work to satisfy a crowd with an energenic performance.

Artists, musicians to be honored during celebration
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
Mexican muralist Diego Rivera died
in 1957, but for two days in November,
this artist and several other members of
the deceased will rise again and be
remembered. Nov. 1 and 2 mark the
traditional Mexican holiday, El Dia de
los Muertos--Day of the Dead.
The name sounds morbid, but this
holiday is intended to be a festive time,
a time when the living celebrate the
dead. Tradition calls for a special dinner
that includes "Bread of the Dead" or
"Pan de Muertos," colorfully decorated
candy sugared skulls, tamales, and
special altars honoring loved ones who
have passed on.
The International Museum of Arts
and Science will hold a special
observance of the holiday Nov. 2 from
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
"This year, we chose to honor Diego
Rivera because we like to highlight
Mexican artists," said contributing artist
Raquel Hinojosa.
The museum will have an altar set up

complete with pictures of Frida Kahlo,
his wife, a jacket and a hat similar to
ones he used to wear, Mexican candy
he used to like, and a bottle of tequila.
"I decided to put an easel for him,
some brushes, a pallet, and a bottle of
tequila," Hinojosa said.
Community members are
encouraged to contribute to the altar
with items they think are suitable for
honoring Rivera. A second altar will be
displayed at the museum to honor other
individuals loved ones. The general
public and local artists can bring articles
that symbolize a loved one that died.
Aside from the altars at the museum,
community members can celebrate the
holiday at the 2nd Annual Dia de los
Muertos Festival hosted by Espana and
presented by Cine Sol. The event will
run from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m at McAllen's
Espana Restaurant. There will be a
$10 cover charge at the door.
The event will have an altar
dedicated to the Latin salsa queen,
Celia Cruz.
The McAllen Chamber of
Commerce will hold a special event for

anyone wishing to experience Dia de
los Muertos in Rio Bravo, Mexico.
With the purchase of a $45 ticket,
patrons will be taken to this historic
Mexican city that hosts holiday
festivities. The event features over 20
altars made by several local families
and schools. Lunch will be included
with the trip.
"You'll see families decorating and
cleaning the graves of the loved ones,"
Jim Deuser of the McAllen Chamber of
Commerce said, "it gives you a chance
to wander around and enjoy the day
with the people of Rio Bravo."
A contest is held at the event for the
most appealing altars. They will be set
up in Rio Bravo's historic, "Casa del
Cultura" which is open to the public.
The public square surrounding this
beautiful historic building houses
festivities during the day.
Deuser encourages students to attend,
even if they don't buy a ticket. The
event is open to the public and anyone
wishing to go may do so on their own,
or with a ticket purchased at the
Chamber.

"What is most appealing to me is that
so many people in the U.S. are
forgetting their roots," Deuser said,
"this would be a great opportunity for
them to rediscover their roots."
HISTORY
Dia de los Muertos is a holiday that
dates back more than 3,000 years, and
it has experienced several
modifications. The celebration,
practiced in July, was initiated by the
Mexican native Indians before the
Spanish invasion. When the Spanish
came across to Latin America they
were exposed to this ritual that seemed
to mock death, according to an official
Day of the Dead website.
The Spanish adopted this ritual and
moved the holiday to November in
order to coincide with the Christian
holiday, All Hallow's Eve. Although the
holiday was adopted by the Spanish
and made into an official day of
celebration, the same Aztec principles

See MUERTOS page 10
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LeAnn Rimes to perform
at Dodge Arena in Hidalgo
By BELINDA REYES
The Pan American
Planning a spook-tacular night
at a club this Friday? Just be
careful who you choose to dance
with.
It is still believed that about 35
years ago the devil came out to
paint the night red right here in the
Rio Grande Valley.
Dr. Mark Glazer, professor of
anthropology specializing in
Mexican-American folklore,
says the story is that the devil
made his appearance at a club in
McAllen on April 13, 1979, which
happened to be on a Good Friday.
According to Glazer, the devil,
known as Satan or Lucifer in the
Holy Bible, was dancing with a
young woman at a popular night
spot known as Boccaccio's 2000
Disco Tech. The night club, which
really did exist back then, was
located on the corner of Nolana
and 10th Street., a couple of
buildings south of the Exxon Gas
Station.
Glazer said there are many
different versions of the devil

dancing at the club. One version
was that he was dancing with a
girl, who disobeyed her parents by
going to the club. As they were
dancing everyone started noticing
the couple as they began to spin
into the air. The girl fell dead in
the middle of the dance floor and
the “mysterious man” that she was
dancing with disappeared into thin
air.
Another version was that the
devil left the club in a black
limousine, which had no driver,
and made several stops at different
clubs all throughout the Valley and
Mexico.
“The devil left Boccaccio's 2000
Disco Tech to the Star Ship, which
later became an Italian Restaurant
on the corner of 10th and La
Vista,” Glazer said. “From there he
went to other
discos, not only in the McAllen,
because there are versions of his
appearance at the same
timeframe from different spots
in the Valley to Reynosa, and all
the way to Tijuana.”
Glazer said at the time everyone
was buzzing with the story about

the devil clubbing here
in the Valley, but the story goes
back further. The story about the
‘Devil at the
Dance’ can be traced somewhat
back to the Old European
Medieval times, which was
brought over from the Spanish
Settlers; but the origination is
unknown.
The story can be told where the
a young girl disobeys her
grandmother, who warns her about
going out on a Good Friday or any
Holiday. The girl breaks a taboo
and goes anyway. She is either
vain by not dancing with anyone
until the tall handsome man [the
devil] asks, or she is flirtatious and
dances with all the men who ask
her until she meets and dances
with the devil.
The girl either dies immediately
after the dance ends or she dies
three days later
and her remains are not found
where she is buried, because Satan
came back to take her body to
Hell. Either way the story is told in
the same basic context but with
many variations.

But they all meet the criteria for
morality [dancing on Good
Friday], holidays, elder
disobedience, and sexual overtones
[dancing with a handsome man],
Glazer said.
Paula Guzman, an
interdisciplinary studies graduate
student here at UTPA, who moved
to the Valley when she was 14, had
never heard about the devil at the
dance story until she took her core
courses in anthropology.
“I didn’t believe how this story
could be true, but people who tell
the story can swear on their
children’s lives on its [validity],”
said Guzman.
Guzman said the story that she
was told was about a young
woman who lives with her
grandparents and wants to go
out on a Good Friday, which is a
taboo, because you’re not
supposed to do anything on that
holiday. She sneaks out to the
dance. The girl was being picky
about who she danced with,
because she refused a lot of guys.
Finally, this sharp-dressed,
handsome man asked her and she

accepted. They danced the night
away and the girl felt as if she was
floating in air. But when the lights
came on at midnight, the girl
looked down and man had no feet.
She started to scream, which got
everyone’s attention and he
disappeared. The girl later ends up
in a mental hospital.
Guzman said it was because she
disobeyed her grandmother.
Psychology student Ruby
Guerra said her mother told her
that she was there when the devil
went to the club in 1979.
“She said this girl was dancing
all night with a very good-looking
guy. As they were dancing,
his feet turned into [goat]
hooves and everyone was freaking
out. They both were spinning in
the air and girl just dropped down
on the floor,” Guerra said. “My
mother told me that story when I
first wanted to go to clubs.”
There are over 2,000 stories
collected here at UTPA’s Library
in the Special Collections
department about the devil dancing
here in the Valley along with the
various variations on that legend.

raise funds for organizations
such as Farm-Aid, Project
Literacy, and Comic Relief,
among others.
Following the comedian
will be the featured artist,
Rimes, who in a few short
years has achieved what
many artists spend a
lifetime pursuing in vain. In
1995 she signed a contract
with Curb Records and in
1996 made her debut with
‘Blue’ which received
critical acclaim. That album
featured her hit
single “Blue,”
which was
written in the
1960s for
country singer
Patsy Cline. Her
debut in the
music industry
marked the
beginning of her
success as a
music artist.
During 1996 the
Academy of
Country Music
awarded Rimes
with Song of the
Special to The Pan American
Year for her top
selling single, and Top New
The native of Culiacan,
Female Vocalist. That year
Mexico was raised in Los
she also won two Grammy
Angeles. During college he
Awards.
worked in a comedy club
Rimes has continued to be
and in exchange he asked to
successful, as in 1997
be allowed to perform.
Billboard awarded her with
Rodriguez has been in
Country Artist of the Year
several movies such as
and Country Singles Artist
“D.C. Cab,” “Born in East
of the Year. The same year
L.A.,” “Quicksilver,” and
she was once again
most recently he worked
nominated for a Grammy,
with Clint Eastwood in
but she fell short. Most
“Bloodwork.” Aside from
recently in 2003 she was
providing entertainment
nominated for the Hottest
Rodriguez finds time to

The

CULTURE CLUB
What students like to read, listen to and surf.

By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
The new Dodge Arena
will host a night of comedy
and music as the South
Texas Academic Rising
Scholars (STARS) fund tries
to raise money for local
students.
For the past several years
the Hispanic Scholarship
Fund (HSF), a nationally
known organization, has
been raising scholarship
money. According to Teri
Trevino Funk, executive
director of STARS, as of the
year 2002 local HSF
organizers formed their own
nonprofit scholarship fund
for the students of the Rio
Grande Valley. One of the
main reasons STARS was
created was because local
HSF organizers wanted to
have a familiar board of
directors in South Texas.
As part of the 2003
scholarship fundraiser
STARS will bring actor and
comedian Paul Rodriguez to
town, as well as Grammy
award winner LeAnn Rimes.
They will perform Dec. 9 at
the Dodge Arena. Funk said
that both are stars and big
draws.
“We chose both of those
entertainers because of their
broad appeal,” stated Funk.
“Both of them are well
known and respected in
their fields of
entertainment.”
The opening act for the
evening will be Rodriguez.
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Gloria E. Proa
Junior
Accounting

Movie: “Finding Nemo”
CD: “Desde Hoy” by Duelo
Book: “Crime and Punishment” by Fyodor Dostoevsky

Jesus Alday
Junior
Bus. Management

Special to The Pan American

Female Video of the Year
for her song “Life Goes On”
by the CMT Flameworthy
Video Music Awards.
She’s tried her luck in the
music industry, but also in
other areas, including 2000
when she stepped into the
world of movies, in “Coyote
Ugly.” Most recently Rimes
became an author,
publishing a children’s book
along with her husband,
Dean Sheremet.
The STARS scholarship
fund expects this year’s
fundraiser to be a success.
According to Funk, in the
past the events were private,
for corporate sponsors only.
These days the public will
also be able to dig the
entertainment. Sponsors of
STARS will enjoy a dinner
along with a live and silent
auction. Immediately
afterward, the general public
will be allowed to come into
the arena for the show.
“Now thanks to our
partnership with the Dodge
Arena even the public can
enjoy the entertainment,”
said Funk. “Now it
[fundraiser] is sponsors plus
public so it means more
money for scholarships. The
sky’s the limit; we hope to
raise a lot of money for
scholarships.”
Tickets are already
available to the public. For
tickets log onto
dodgearena.com or call 866RIO-TIXX. For more
information on becoming a
STARS corporate sponsor
contact Teri Trevino Funk at
687-7751.

Movie: “The Empire”
CD: “The Eminem Show” by Eminem
Website: aol.com

Susie Chapa
Coordinator of
Cooperative Education

Movie: “Gone With the Wind”
CD: Giovanni
Website: ivillage.com
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LeAnn Rimes to perform
at Dodge Arena in Hidalgo
By BELINDA REYES
The Pan American
Planning a spook-tacular night
at a club this Friday? Just be
careful who you choose to dance
with.
It is still believed that about 35
years ago the devil came out to
paint the night red right here in the
Rio Grande Valley.
Dr. Mark Glazer, professor of
anthropology specializing in
Mexican-American folklore,
says the story is that the devil
made his appearance at a club in
McAllen on April 13, 1979, which
happened to be on a Good Friday.
According to Glazer, the devil,
known as Satan or Lucifer in the
Holy Bible, was dancing with a
young woman at a popular night
spot known as Boccaccio's 2000
Disco Tech. The night club, which
really did exist back then, was
located on the corner of Nolana
and 10th Street., a couple of
buildings south of the Exxon Gas
Station.
Glazer said there are many
different versions of the devil

dancing at the club. One version
was that he was dancing with a
girl, who disobeyed her parents by
going to the club. As they were
dancing everyone started noticing
the couple as they began to spin
into the air. The girl fell dead in
the middle of the dance floor and
the “mysterious man” that she was
dancing with disappeared into thin
air.
Another version was that the
devil left the club in a black
limousine, which had no driver,
and made several stops at different
clubs all throughout the Valley and
Mexico.
“The devil left Boccaccio's 2000
Disco Tech to the Star Ship, which
later became an Italian Restaurant
on the corner of 10th and La
Vista,” Glazer said. “From there he
went to other
discos, not only in the McAllen,
because there are versions of his
appearance at the same
timeframe from different spots
in the Valley to Reynosa, and all
the way to Tijuana.”
Glazer said at the time everyone
was buzzing with the story about

the devil clubbing here
in the Valley, but the story goes
back further. The story about the
‘Devil at the
Dance’ can be traced somewhat
back to the Old European
Medieval times, which was
brought over from the Spanish
Settlers; but the origination is
unknown.
The story can be told where the
a young girl disobeys her
grandmother, who warns her about
going out on a Good Friday or any
Holiday. The girl breaks a taboo
and goes anyway. She is either
vain by not dancing with anyone
until the tall handsome man [the
devil] asks, or she is flirtatious and
dances with all the men who ask
her until she meets and dances
with the devil.
The girl either dies immediately
after the dance ends or she dies
three days later
and her remains are not found
where she is buried, because Satan
came back to take her body to
Hell. Either way the story is told in
the same basic context but with
many variations.

But they all meet the criteria for
morality [dancing on Good
Friday], holidays, elder
disobedience, and sexual overtones
[dancing with a handsome man],
Glazer said.
Paula Guzman, an
interdisciplinary studies graduate
student here at UTPA, who moved
to the Valley when she was 14, had
never heard about the devil at the
dance story until she took her core
courses in anthropology.
“I didn’t believe how this story
could be true, but people who tell
the story can swear on their
children’s lives on its [validity],”
said Guzman.
Guzman said the story that she
was told was about a young
woman who lives with her
grandparents and wants to go
out on a Good Friday, which is a
taboo, because you’re not
supposed to do anything on that
holiday. She sneaks out to the
dance. The girl was being picky
about who she danced with,
because she refused a lot of guys.
Finally, this sharp-dressed,
handsome man asked her and she

accepted. They danced the night
away and the girl felt as if she was
floating in air. But when the lights
came on at midnight, the girl
looked down and man had no feet.
She started to scream, which got
everyone’s attention and he
disappeared. The girl later ends up
in a mental hospital.
Guzman said it was because she
disobeyed her grandmother.
Psychology student Ruby
Guerra said her mother told her
that she was there when the devil
went to the club in 1979.
“She said this girl was dancing
all night with a very good-looking
guy. As they were dancing,
his feet turned into [goat]
hooves and everyone was freaking
out. They both were spinning in
the air and girl just dropped down
on the floor,” Guerra said. “My
mother told me that story when I
first wanted to go to clubs.”
There are over 2,000 stories
collected here at UTPA’s Library
in the Special Collections
department about the devil dancing
here in the Valley along with the
various variations on that legend.
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among others.
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will be the featured artist,
Rimes, who in a few short
years has achieved what
many artists spend a
lifetime pursuing in vain. In
1995 she signed a contract
with Curb Records and in
1996 made her debut with
‘Blue’ which received
critical acclaim. That album
featured her hit
single “Blue,”
which was
written in the
1960s for
country singer
Patsy Cline. Her
debut in the
music industry
marked the
beginning of her
success as a
music artist.
During 1996 the
Academy of
Country Music
awarded Rimes
with Song of the
Special to The Pan American
Year for her top
selling single, and Top New
The native of Culiacan,
Female Vocalist. That year
Mexico was raised in Los
she also won two Grammy
Angeles. During college he
Awards.
worked in a comedy club
Rimes has continued to be
and in exchange he asked to
successful, as in 1997
be allowed to perform.
Billboard awarded her with
Rodriguez has been in
Country Artist of the Year
several movies such as
and Country Singles Artist
“D.C. Cab,” “Born in East
of the Year. The same year
L.A.,” “Quicksilver,” and
she was once again
most recently he worked
nominated for a Grammy,
with Clint Eastwood in
but she fell short. Most
“Bloodwork.” Aside from
recently in 2003 she was
providing entertainment
nominated for the Hottest
Rodriguez finds time to
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By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
The new Dodge Arena
will host a night of comedy
and music as the South
Texas Academic Rising
Scholars (STARS) fund tries
to raise money for local
students.
For the past several years
the Hispanic Scholarship
Fund (HSF), a nationally
known organization, has
been raising scholarship
money. According to Teri
Trevino Funk, executive
director of STARS, as of the
year 2002 local HSF
organizers formed their own
nonprofit scholarship fund
for the students of the Rio
Grande Valley. One of the
main reasons STARS was
created was because local
HSF organizers wanted to
have a familiar board of
directors in South Texas.
As part of the 2003
scholarship fundraiser
STARS will bring actor and
comedian Paul Rodriguez to
town, as well as Grammy
award winner LeAnn Rimes.
They will perform Dec. 9 at
the Dodge Arena. Funk said
that both are stars and big
draws.
“We chose both of those
entertainers because of their
broad appeal,” stated Funk.
“Both of them are well
known and respected in
their fields of
entertainment.”
The opening act for the
evening will be Rodriguez.
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Female Video of the Year
for her song “Life Goes On”
by the CMT Flameworthy
Video Music Awards.
She’s tried her luck in the
music industry, but also in
other areas, including 2000
when she stepped into the
world of movies, in “Coyote
Ugly.” Most recently Rimes
became an author,
publishing a children’s book
along with her husband,
Dean Sheremet.
The STARS scholarship
fund expects this year’s
fundraiser to be a success.
According to Funk, in the
past the events were private,
for corporate sponsors only.
These days the public will
also be able to dig the
entertainment. Sponsors of
STARS will enjoy a dinner
along with a live and silent
auction. Immediately
afterward, the general public
will be allowed to come into
the arena for the show.
“Now thanks to our
partnership with the Dodge
Arena even the public can
enjoy the entertainment,”
said Funk. “Now it
[fundraiser] is sponsors plus
public so it means more
money for scholarships. The
sky’s the limit; we hope to
raise a lot of money for
scholarships.”
Tickets are already
available to the public. For
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were kept, such as the use of skulls. These skulls symbolize
death and rebirth. Today, the holiday is celebrated in Latin
countries and parts of the United States where there is a
heavy Latin population.
ALTARS
These altars are a common way to honor the dead on this
holiday. Family members and loved ones set up these
monuments with old photos, belongings and reminders of
their deceased loved one. According to Hinojosa, who has
contributed to Diego Rivera's shrine, it is a good idea to
include their favorite food or candy. In rural Mexico and
Guadalupe, the altar may be set up on the actual gravesite.
They include toys for children and bottles of tequila for
adults. In the United States and large cities in Mexico altars
are set up in the homes of the deceased and family
members to honor their loved ones. Candles and flowers
are used to decorate these altars.
TRADITIONAL HOLIDAY FOOD
Pan de muertos or bread of the dead is a traditional sweet
bread that is served on Nov. 2. The ingredients call for a
small skeleton toy baked inside the bread. The hidden toy is
placed in the bread so the family member who bites into it
will have good luck.
Sugared skulls are decorated with pink or blue lace
according to Raquel Hinojosa of the International Museum
of Arts and Sciences in McAllen. The skulls are more
meaningful if they include the name of the deceased written
across it. If the person was male or female, you would use
pink or blue lace. The small skulls are then meant to be
eaten by a family member or loved one.
Also, like any traditional Mexican holiday, tamales are
usually served as a meal.
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and I basically bugged Danny to let me into
Fahtt Chester," Mendoza said. "After nonstop nagging they agreed to give me a shot."
Fahtt Chester's members now include
Danny Cardenas (vocals and guitar), Matt
Enriquez (guitar), Alfonzo Mendoza (bass),
and Isaac Trevino (drummer).
"This band has been able to please many
people with our 'I'm better than you' attitude
and energetic stage presence," said the band.
Cardenas lives in Mercedes and has
played guitar for eight years. On a break
from school, his focus is to write more
songs for the band.
Cardenas said, "During middle school I
was fat, so I thought that playing guitar
would help me be cooler and get the ladies
to notice me."
He has written most of the Fahtt Chester
lyrics, which talk mainly about girls and
everyday life experiences.
Enriquez is from San Juan and has played
guitar for two years. He is a senior in high
school.
"I was inspired to start playing because a
lot of my friends at Med-High would play,
so I eventually picked it up also," Enriquez
said. "Now the best part of playing is when
you see the audience dance and sing to your
tunes. I really enjoy getting crazy and
putting on a good show."
Fahtt Chester's bass Mendoza is a
University of Texas-Pan American senior
marketing major. He works as the
university's telephone operator and plays on
his free time. Mendoza has played for about

three and a half years.
"The guys have been
patient with me and have
taught me something
new all the time,"
Mendoza said. "It would
be nice to make a career
out of it, but it’s a tough
industry. I just hope to
be playing with these
guys for many more
years."
Arlett Lomeli/The Pan American
Trevino, the Fahtt
Danny Cardenas, Alfonzo Mendoza and Matt Enriquez, with drumChester's drummer, is
mer Isaac Trevino (not shown) make up the band Fahtt Chester.
from Mission and
currently enjoying his
who will perform, prices, and directions.
vacation before starting college in the
Fahtt Chester plays "Union" shows, but
spring.
have also played with local talents such as
"I started playing because Eloy, our
One time thing, Stiff one eye, Malcontent
previous bass player, wanted to start a band
so bad he kept nagging me," Trevino said. "I Party, Yoink, 13th Victim, as well as, out of
also started drums because I was inspired by town bands. Out of Town bands include
Dynomite boy, Limbeck, Lonely Kings, and
Brain, the drummer of Primus."
Unsung Zeros.
Fahtt Chester's goal is to get signed to a
The next show for Fahtt Chester under
label and tour the nation.
the Union shows will be a tribute show and
Trevino said, "We want to conquer the
is scheduled for Halloween night, Oct. 31, at
U.S. ... simple as that."
Athena's II located on 16th and Beech (near
Fahtt Chester can be heard online at
the McAllen Library, two blocks from
MP3.com. The band is in the process of
Business 83). Price to see the show is $3 for
finishing its web site in a few weeks. The
all ages. Show starts at 7 p.m. and will
band is also a part of the Union, a collective
include the following bands: Plan 9 (from
of local talent that meets once a month to
Monterrey), Fahtt Chester, A One Time
organize shows for the bands. The Union
Thing, Parkwood Ave., and The Grendels.
website (www.the-union.org) has
There will be a Halloween costume contest.
information about each band. It also
The prize is $100.
contains the show dates, location, bands
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Around
Town
Halloween Costume
Oct. 30 from 8 p.m. to
midnight
Place: UTB
Event: The UTB Halloween
Costume Party features a
best costume, best howl
and pumpkin pie eating
contest, as well as live
music, hors d’oeuvres and
door prizes.
Price: $10
Phone: (956) 983-7400
Broadway show
Oct. 30 at 7:30 p.m.
Place: McAllen Civic Center
Event: The Broadway
musical ‘Saturday Night
Fever’ comes to the Valley
stage.
Price: $30-35.
Musical
Nov. 13-15, 20-22 at 7:30
with 3 p.m. matinees on
Nov. 16 and 23
Place: PSJA High School
Performing Arts Centre
Event: The life and times of
singer/song writer Ellie
Greenwich are celebrated in
the Broadway musical
“Leader of the Pack: The
Ellie Greenwich Musical.”
Her sixties hits include
“Chapel of Love,” “Do Wah
Diddy” and “Da-Do Ron
Ron.”
Phone: (956) 783-2252
Health Fair
Nov. 23 from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m.
Place: McAllen Civic Center
Event: The 20th Annual
“Heart of the Valley Health
Fair,” sponsored by the
McAllen Chamber of
Commerce, promotes health
awareness in the Valley. A
children’s section will
feature fingerprinting by the
McAllen Police Department
and a Fire Safety House set
up by the McAllen Fire
Department to teach
children how to exit a
burning house.
Price: Free
Phone: (956) 682-2871
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Professor honored with award for reptile research
By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American
Slow and steady, the tortoise wins
the race? Not exactly, on Saturday,
Nov. 1 the reptile will be the subject
of a noted honor.
That’s when the Valley Nature
Center (VNC) honors Dr. Frank
Judd, a research professor at the
University of Texas-Pan American,
as this year’s Outstanding Naturalist
for his research with the Texas
Tortoise, Gopherus berlandieri.
Judd’s research has been steady
through the years, but with over 94
publications in less than 40 years
his work has not been slow.
“I am honored and I am grateful,”
Judd, who received a doctorate in
zoology from Texas Tech University
in 1973, said. “And humbled for
this recognition.”
This is the fourth year the VNC

will honor a local
naturalist for
contributions to the well
being of the local flora
and fauna. The group
will hold an Outstanding
Naturalist Awards Dinner
on Saturday at the First
United Methodist Hall in
Weslaco at 6:30 p.m.
Members of the VNC
make nominations, and
the ultimate decision is
up to the executive committee. The
estimated 400 members of the
center can nominate potential
candidates. To be eligible for the
award the individual is not required
to be a member.
Martin Hagne, executive director
of the VNC, is pleased that Judd
was chosen as this year’s winner
from a pool of noteworthy
candidates.

“I think it was an
excellent choice,” Hagne
said. “I think Dr. Judd
definitely deserves to be
recognized.” Judd has
received several awards
for his research and work
as a professor, such as the
Leadership Award from
the Texas Agricultural
Extension Service in 1991.
Eleven of Judd’s 94
scientific publications are
about various aspects of the biology
of the Texas Tortoise. Along with
his co-author Dr. Francis
Rose—chairman of the biology
department at Texas State
University in San Marcos— he has
covered topics such as population
structure and size, egg production,
growth, and longevity of this
species tortoise.
In addition to his extensive

studies of the Texas tortoise, Judd
has researched numerous topics
including: the role of lipids in the
reproductive cycles of lizards and
mammals, the effect of freezes on
the woody vegetation in the Rio
Grande Valley, and the population
ecology of the Keeled Earless
Lizard.
Currently Judd is continuing
research involving Texas
vegetation.
“I am currently working on two
grants.” Judd said. “I am also
writing papers for publication based
on data that I have collected
previously.”
Judd’s studies will be discussed
at the Outstanding Naturalist
Awards Dinner. Tickets for the
dinner are $12.95 per person, and
can be purchased from any VNC
board member or by calling the
office at (956) 969-2475.

Fahtt Chester: Local band hoping for
success, to perform at coffee shop
By ARLETT LOMELI
The Pan American
"When I'm in front of so
many people performing, it
feels like having sex for the
very first time, you can't
believe you are doing it at first,
but after a while it becomes
easy," said Danny Cardenas,
vocals and guitar for the
melodic punk band Fahtt
Chester.

Fahtt Chester was formed in
2000 by Med-High (South
Texas High School for Health
Professions) students Danny
Cardenas, Eloy Pina, and Isaac
Trevino. They were together
for a year before they
introduced an incoming
freshman, Matt Enriquez, to
the band. After two years of
success, hard times came and
Pina, the bass player, left the
band for personal reasons.

After months of not filling
Pina's position the band took a
break and only played two
shows as a trio. Finally in
November 2002, former Eh?
Ska! Later saxophone player
Alfonzo Mendoza was hired to
fill Pina's bass duties.
"I use to play saxophone in
Eh? Ska! Laters with Danny, a
ska band. The band separated

Arlett Lomeli/The Pan American

See BAND page 10

Left to right, Danny Cardenas, Alfonzo Mendoza and Matt
Enriquez work to satisfy a crowd with an energenic performance.

Artists, musicians to be honored during celebration
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
Mexican muralist Diego Rivera died
in 1957, but for two days in November,
this artist and several other members of
the deceased will rise again and be
remembered. Nov. 1 and 2 mark the
traditional Mexican holiday, El Dia de
los Muertos--Day of the Dead.
The name sounds morbid, but this
holiday is intended to be a festive time,
a time when the living celebrate the
dead. Tradition calls for a special dinner
that includes "Bread of the Dead" or
"Pan de Muertos," colorfully decorated
candy sugared skulls, tamales, and
special altars honoring loved ones who
have passed on.
The International Museum of Arts
and Science will hold a special
observance of the holiday Nov. 2 from
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
"This year, we chose to honor Diego
Rivera because we like to highlight
Mexican artists," said contributing artist
Raquel Hinojosa.
The museum will have an altar set up

complete with pictures of Frida Kahlo,
his wife, a jacket and a hat similar to
ones he used to wear, Mexican candy
he used to like, and a bottle of tequila.
"I decided to put an easel for him,
some brushes, a pallet, and a bottle of
tequila," Hinojosa said.
Community members are
encouraged to contribute to the altar
with items they think are suitable for
honoring Rivera. A second altar will be
displayed at the museum to honor other
individuals loved ones. The general
public and local artists can bring articles
that symbolize a loved one that died.
Aside from the altars at the museum,
community members can celebrate the
holiday at the 2nd Annual Dia de los
Muertos Festival hosted by Espana and
presented by Cine Sol. The event will
run from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m at McAllen's
Espana Restaurant. There will be a
$10 cover charge at the door.
The event will have an altar
dedicated to the Latin salsa queen,
Celia Cruz.
The McAllen Chamber of
Commerce will hold a special event for

anyone wishing to experience Dia de
los Muertos in Rio Bravo, Mexico.
With the purchase of a $45 ticket,
patrons will be taken to this historic
Mexican city that hosts holiday
festivities. The event features over 20
altars made by several local families
and schools. Lunch will be included
with the trip.
"You'll see families decorating and
cleaning the graves of the loved ones,"
Jim Deuser of the McAllen Chamber of
Commerce said, "it gives you a chance
to wander around and enjoy the day
with the people of Rio Bravo."
A contest is held at the event for the
most appealing altars. They will be set
up in Rio Bravo's historic, "Casa del
Cultura" which is open to the public.
The public square surrounding this
beautiful historic building houses
festivities during the day.
Deuser encourages students to attend,
even if they don't buy a ticket. The
event is open to the public and anyone
wishing to go may do so on their own,
or with a ticket purchased at the
Chamber.

"What is most appealing to me is that
so many people in the U.S. are
forgetting their roots," Deuser said,
"this would be a great opportunity for
them to rediscover their roots."
HISTORY
Dia de los Muertos is a holiday that
dates back more than 3,000 years, and
it has experienced several
modifications. The celebration,
practiced in July, was initiated by the
Mexican native Indians before the
Spanish invasion. When the Spanish
came across to Latin America they
were exposed to this ritual that seemed
to mock death, according to an official
Day of the Dead website.
The Spanish adopted this ritual and
moved the holiday to November in
order to coincide with the Christian
holiday, All Hallow's Eve. Although the
holiday was adopted by the Spanish
and made into an official day of
celebration, the same Aztec principles

See MUERTOS page 10
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Wildfire organization replacing Blazers
For the first time in 10 years the
Blazers dance team will not perform at
university basketball games, thanks to a
familiar recent story line of an
organization trying to survive budget cuts
and not succeeding.
The dance team used to be a regular
half-time and time-out entertainment plus
for Bronc games, but not anymore.
However, when the Blazers were told that
there wasn’t enough money to keep them
around, eight girls created a new
organization, Wildfire, to keep in touch
with their high school friends and still do
what they love to do, dance.
There are five former Blazers in the
new contingent. Melanie Ruiz, former cocaptain of the defunct group, is president
for the new group, which resembles the
former Blazer dancers in look and routine
styles, though there are 12 fewer
members.
“Our motto is simple: ‘We’ll light your
*** on fire!’ It’s a symbol of what we will
give the audience when they come to one
of the games,” stated Ruiz, who also has
some pointed remarks about the demise of
the Blazers.
With a motto like that it’s hard not to
notice the new organization performing
original choreography. According to Ruiz,
“The Blazers’ routines were created by
myself and a few others. There wasn’t
much of a team effort when it came to
actually practicing.”

She admitted that the exit of the Blazers
was no shock.
“I wasn’t surprised, it was kind of
expected that we would no longer be a
team,” she said. “Some of the girls were
not staying the full four-year commitment
it took to really put on a good
performance.”
Wildfire performed at Midnight
Madness earlier in the month, and
according to Ruiz there were plenty of
compliments for their work.
“There wasn’t really any animosity
between the former Blazer dancers who
didn’t join our organization, they were
there and wished us good luck,” stated
Ruiz.
But, that isn’t entirely so. Senior Erika
Silva is a dance major (ensemble) and
former Blazer dancer who disagrees on
that matter.
“To be honest, I loved being a Blazer
but all Charlie did was push play. We
could have kept the team going on our
own and I know the girls agree,” said
Silva, referring to former team adviser
Charlie Caseres.
“If there is one person in the group who
is saying she did all the work, she would
be lying. But that was definitely a select
group of girls who decided which friends
they wanted in Wildfire,” she added. “I
tried to keep in touch with Wildfire’s
president but they made it a point to not
involve those who they did not want in
their organization, much like high school.
It doesn’t seem very professional and the
Blazers were all professionals,” she
emphasized.

HUB fair promotes
underutilized firms
By CHRISTINA HARRIS
The Pan American

Elizabeth Padilla/The Pan American
Special to The Pan American

AT THE FAIR— Kassandra Madrigal, pre-pharmacy freshman (left) and Sandra
Morales, philosophy junior, attended the HUB vendor fair Wednesday.

TRANSFER— The Wildfire organization includes several former members of the Blazers
dance team, which was a budget casualty this year.

but no one seemed to have the time or
MEMORIES
will to coach the Blazers. It would have
This year would have marked the 10th
taken approximately a minimum of
anniversary for the Blazer dance team.
$10,800 to hire an assistant director partWhen Caseres had the idea to start a
time for 2-3 hours three times a week, not
performance group separate from the
counting game time.
cheerleaders, people thought he was
“It was a bittersweet experience for me,
crazy. In 1993, Caseres knew there needed
but nothing is final,” said Caseres. “The
to be a creative dance outlet for entering
Blazers could always come back.”
freshman, who came from Valley high
One former dancer would welcome the
schools with dance experience. At that
chance to get busy again.
time, the university didn’t even have a
“If Charlie were to bring the Blazers
dance major.
back I would say yes because he has been
“Back then we had a new basketball
like a deranged father in law to me,
coach and new facilities. There was so
always pushing the team to be better,”
much talent going to waste; it just wasn’t
said Ruiz. “He knows
getting utilized,”
what the guys in the
Caseres recalled.
audience like to see.”
“Fast forward to
Wildfire will start
this year, I was
Our motto is
the first of several
burning candles on
open auditions starting
three ends and
simple: ‘We’ll light
Nov. 2 at 5:30 p.m. in
getting burned for it.
your *** on fire!’ It’s a
the gymnastics room
I had to blow out one
symbol of what we
in HPEB 2. There are
of the candles to stay
no member fees and
above water,” he
will give the audience
experience is not
said.
when they come to
necessary.
Caseres was
one of the games.
Auditions will
working 12-hour
continue until the
days and coaching
- Melanie Ruiz,
eight-member
the Blazers for about
President of Wildfire dancers
performance group
six hours, not to
has enough dancers to
mention maintaining
perform.
an added role as
For now, Silva and many of the others
cheer adviser and as co-drafter of a
remain out of the loop.
proposal to build a new rec-sports center.
“I choose not to join Wildfire because it
So time was an element in the death of
wouldn’t be fair having one person try to
the Blazers.
do everything like when we were the
As always, money was a factor in the
Blazers,” she said. “It’s the university’s
decision. The recreational- athletic
loss and I wish the new organization luck
department tried to seek other forms of
advisement in the kinesiology department, in the future.”

“

“

By VANESSA L. LUCIO
The Pan American
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SIGNING UP— Ana Cache fills out paperwork at the
Graduate Student Fair earlier in the week. Dozens of university reps were on hand to recruit.

The University of Texas-Pan American
Historically Underutilized Businesses
(HUB) Program Office held its 3rd annual
vendor fair Wednesday in the Student
Ballroom. Over 25 minority- and womanowned businesses were in attendance to
endorse products or services.
Vendor exhibit booths featured office
supplies, janitorial and safety supplies,
promotional items, furniture, computer
equipment, laboratory supplies, and
printing supplies. Although the majority of
the vendors are based locally, a few
outside businesses also made the trip to
promote their services.
Nancy Johnson, the owner of Design
Center Signs and Banners, traveled over
625 miles from Tyler to attend the fair.
“We want to get some business in this
area,” said Johnson. “We’re here to help
people advertise their event, business or
organization.”
In order to be HUB-certified, the
business has to be at least 51 percent
owned and operated by a woman or
minority. According to the HUB website
the mission of the program is to encourage
and effectively promote the utilization of
HUBs by all state agencies, and to report
their utilization to the State legislature.

“The purpose of this program is to
promote full and equal business
opportunities for all businesses in state
contracting in accordance with the goals
specified in the State of Texas Disparity
Study,” said Alex Valdez, program
coordinator.
According to the University of Texas-El
Paso website, the disparity study was
performed in 1993 to determine whether
race and sex discrimination limited the
ability of companies owned by minorities
and women from doing business in Texas.
Policies and rules were created three years
later that institutions and state agencies
were required to follow. State agencies
are to make good-faith efforts to assist
HUB businesses and utilize their services.
Valdez thinks that there might one day
be a time in the future in which business
owners will no longer have to be
identified by race,. Then the identifiable
factor would become size.
“Programs like HUB will have to
change and adapt, not only ensuring that
different owners (based on race) but also
different sizes of businesses, large or
small can all have an equal opportunity to
bid on state contracts,” said Valdez.
“These programs do not guarantee the
awards of the bid, but they do help
businesses get the opportunity to bid on
them.”
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LAC tutors finding more work this semester
By LUIS SAAVEDRA
The Pan American

Luis Saavedra/The Pan American

HELPING HAND— Peer tutor Judy Nilsson assists junior math major Roman Robles
Tuesday at the Writing Center.

IMMIGRANTS

continued from page 1

immigration. New plans were being
developed to stop the illegal crossings,
possibly with an amnesty agreement or a
guest worker program. But after the terrorist
attacks the issue froze in limbo and America
quickly became more protective of its
borders.
Rebecca M. Phares, an organizer of the
Border Pilgrimage, stated in a recent
conference at UTPA that most of the
nation’s prosperity comes from immigrant
labor. She also said that what was even more
surprising for her was that most Americans
rely on immigrants for household chores,
and manual labor, increasing the nation’s
wealth and economic stability.
Critics would argue that despite the fact
that illegal immigrants contribute in these
areas, they are still breaking the law, and
taking jobs away from low-income citizens.
And they would suggest that use of “most”
is a large exaggeration. But there is no
denying that the service industry receives a
boost from illegal Mexican labor.
Whatever the answer, it is obvious that
thousands of people decide America is the
land of opportunity, especially in
comparison to their homes, and that the
dangerous trek north is worth it.
Workplaces in the States often welcome
immigrants even though they could be
illegal because they are able to pay them
less. Part of this willingness stems from the
fact that super cheap labor in China is
forcing U.S. businessmen to desperate
measures. Part of it might be plain
exploitation. which the migrants in this
country have fought for generations.
Immigrants on the other hand, see
working here as a good deal because they
make solid money and are able to send
much of it home to Mexico in the form of
“envios.” Though they have to pay dearly to
get here, the pay is way more than they can

get at home.
For its part, America recently discussed a
trial approach to mitigate the problem of
immigrant mortality. But it has met with
controversy, as some say it will only
lengthen survival odds.
An Oct. 2002 proposal was submitted to
create a fence along the Arizona border. The
fence is said to stretch 249 miles long,
longer than the Berlin Wall, and will cover
the entire border to decrease the possibility
of crossing. But Phares stated the fence
might harm other living beings as well, such
as the animals that migrate across the desert.
Though it looks like a good plan, several
of the approximate 70 students who attended
the lecture at UTPA were not in favor of the
government’s plan, and felt other ways
could be more helpful.
Until now, the only other option the
Border Pilgrimage had was to inform
students, and members of the community of
the Valley of what is going on, what is being
done, and get feedback and ideas.
Phares was impressed with the number of
people who showed up in South Texas, and
hopes some positive ideas and actions will
come from the encounter.
“It was tremendous the number of people
that came out to support in the march,”
Phares commented. “I was really impressed
with that and this is my second trip to the
Valley. I looked forward to spending more
time and getting to know the people here.”
Lasseigne, who has worked with
immigrants for over seven years, supported
this cause because he says he’s seen the real
people and heard their stories.
“I know them as good people and
hardworking, the vast majority of them,”
Lasseigne explained. “Furthermore, I have a
special place in the heart for them. If the
Border Pilgrimage turns out well, I predict
there will be another one in the future.”

Arturo Ramos wants to see people, and sooner
than later.
The assistant director of UTPA’s Learning
Assistant Center (LAC) encourages students to
seek help with tutors early in the semester.
With a variety of services ranging from tutoring
to advising to counseling, the Center is open to all
students regardless of their major and
classification. It has been 32 years since it debuted
on campus as Proyecto Esperanza (Project Hope).
After years of being located inside the Student
Services building, the LAC moved into the old
Mathematics building next to the library last
winter.
“This location has worked favorably for both
students and tutors,” said Ramos. “It’s easier for
us to work together and it becomes more
accessible for students.”
Throughout the years, the services offered at
the center have expanded. Students can get help
from tutors on different courses in math, science,
history, political science, Spanish, and French.
Counselors offer advice on depression, dating,
and eating disorders. In addition to this, the
center’s staff advises and assesses TSI-deficient
students. This is possible through the reading lab,
where students improve their vocabulary and
comprehension skills. Also, the Writing Center
located in the library employs tutors to assists
students with individual writing projects.
Like the people who seek their services, most
tutors are either graduate or undergraduate
students and although they do not have to major

in the subject they tutor, they are required to
maintain a GPA of at least 3.0 in the subject they
tutor and 2.5 overall. In addition to this and in
order to better serve the students, tutors must
attend training on a regular basis.
Because of the improvements the LAC has
undergone and the increase of student population
at UTPA, the demand for services has changed as
well.
“It used to be five or six years ago that the
tutors didn’t have much to do,” said Teresa
Garcia, writing center supervisor. “Now it’s really
the opposite. The tutors are really in high
demand.”
This is why students who need help with a
subject are encouraged to seek it early in the
semester.
“It’s very hard for us to overcome one or two
F’s already,” said Ramos. “That’s why it ‘s better
for students to come to tutoring early and not wait
until they fail a test.”
Moreover, according to Ramos, the state is
considering implementing tougher regulations that
may limit the number of times a student can
repeat a given course. This could imply that once
a student has repeated one course a certain
number of times his tuition fees could rise. Still,
this is yet to be confirmed.
In the meantime, like Ramos, Garcia believes it
is beneficial for students to visit the LAC early
and to do so often.
“Many times students think that they’re going
to work with a tutor and see an immediate
improvement,” she explained. “But it isn’t like
that. You see it slowly occurring. It’s a process,
just like anything else.”

Costello leaves cleanup
as last UTPA work legacy
By HILDA MORALES
The Pan American
When Richard Costello started working for
UTPA as director of the Environmental Health
and Safety Department, one of his goals was to
establish the university as an environmentally
conscious institution. Throughout the years he
implemented campaigns to try and earn UTPA
awards, recognition and even grants. Now that he
is leaving to assume a new position with The
University of Texas-San Antonio in the spring, he
is determined to leave UTPA mercury-free.
Recently, UTPA received a grant from the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to
replace the use of mercury containing devices
throughout campus. Nearly 1,300 thermometers
and 15 sphygmomanometers in laboratory and
clinical settings will be replaced with alcohol
thermometers and digital- or vacuum-based
sphygmomanometers.
And the project goes beyond replacement.
Research regarding how effective and beneficial
this will be for the students, faculty and every
living organism at UTPA is under way because
the university has been using mercury since it
opened.
“The awareness of the potential health hazards
a mercury spill can cause is fortunately rising,”
Costello said. “We are currently working with
Edinburg schools to put this campaign into effectwe are educating the teachers and safety faculty to
stop the use of mercury.”
The signs of the toxicity of mercury in the
human body are not immediately visible,
however, they do show up and the results are very
damaging and can even be fatal.
“It mostly affects sexual reproductive organs
and kidneys; it is also a major factor in birth

Luis Saavedra/The Pan American

ADIOS— Richard Costello is leaving to take
a job at UT-San Antonio in environmental
health and safety.

defects that people don’t give a second thought
that it may be related to mercury exposure. That’s
what we are trying to avoid: further exposure to
this mineral,” said Saul Jauregi, safety specialist.
As of this Friday, Jauregi will be taking
responsibility for Costello’s position temporarily
until a replacement is approved. Jauregi has
already applied for the position and is hoping he
will get it because he has high hopes for this
campaign and wishes to emulate Costello’s legacy
at UTPA.
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Campus
VO I C E

How does it feel to be a
minority here in the Valley?

Gabriel Ekartarh
Chemical Engineering
Junior
I feel comfortable in this environment. If I
don’t come to my classes it is easy for
instructors to notice you aren’t there.
But I don’t feel different.

Valencia Koday
Nursing
Junior
It makes me feel like I am unique in a
good way. I feel like I belong in many
groups. I moved around a lot growing up
because my father was in the Air Force. I
was exposed to many cultures. I feel I
belong. I can enjoy many cultures here.
I can enjoy Cinco de Mayo and
Independence Day. I can be proud of both.

Robert Camp
Civil Engineering
Freshman
It doesn’t feel different. There isn’t
any racism, you still make friends. I
don’t know anyone here that treats
me different. You hope by now people
would be mature enough to not pass
judgment on any one.

Dr. Mohammad Hannan
Physics/Physical Science Professor
No, I do not think there is a
difference in the minority groups.
Generally we do not follow that
trend. Everyone here is equal and
we treat everyone equally – faculty
and staff – as far as my knowledge.

Rondi Bacolod
Nursing
Freshman
I’ve always been in the minority group.
I’ve lived in different states. There are
always people that make you feel
different, small but the majority of people
are nice. They tend to look at you a little
different regardless.
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Tenure path complicated
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
There are many students attending The
University of Texas-Pan American who end
up staying longer than the typical four years.
These students may be here longer than some
of their professors.
However, UTPA offers an opportunity for
faculty members to earn their right to stay on
campus by earning tenure. This lofty faculty
status assures faculty members that they will
be able to perform their professional
institutional responsibilities without fear of
random dismissal. But it also carries some
risk.
If they are able to earn tenure, faculty
members are ensured a degree of academic
freedom and professional security, and in turn
their security helps the university fulfill its
obligations to the students. But if they cannot
complete the necessary work, they are usually
asked to leave when their contract runs out.
According to Rodolfo Arevalo, vice
president of Academic Affairs, UTPA
currently provides faculty with the
opportunity to achieve tenure after six years,
on average, of probationary status. This
process demands that faculty members
develop teaching skills while pursuing
ongoing research efforts which will hopefully
result in the development of scholarly
publications.
“Future tenure status for faculty is a
milestone that encourages faculty to excel in
all areas critical to the responsibilities of the
professoriate,” Arevalo said. “Tenure is very
important to the majority of faculty at the
university because it brings a certain level of
security for those who attain it.”
Currently the Board of Regents at the
university are the sole decision makers on
which faculty members will be awarded
tenure. Department chairs and deans can
provide recommendations to the provost’s
consideration
Jose Cortez, associate professor of physics,
said that when he spent a year as chair of his
department, he did not have much say in the
tenure process.
“At UTPA the chair is basically powerless
when it comes to tenure of the faculty in his
department,” Cortez said. “I can tell you, I
felt my input did not count very much.
Maybe this is an isolated incident but who
knows what the rest of the world looks like.”
“Tenure is usually awarded to faculties who
have demonstrated that they can be
productive and that the productivity that they
demonstrate during their six-year
probationary period will continue after they
are tenured,” Arevalo said. “In some rare
occasions some faculties who are tenured stop
being productive. That is not good for the
university, because eventually these faculty
will have to be let go.”
Although tenure can be thought of as a
reward for loyalty and dedication to the
teaching profession, there are also several
negative aspects for the university faculty.
The system of tenure could possible
distract faculty from their students, because
they spend more time on time-consuming
research than in the classroom.
Cortez also feels that tenure could
sometime cause faculty to do things that
could be thought of as objectionable to make
the grade.
“In many cases, I am sure whatever you
can do to make you a super professor, some
will do it, to reach the tenured goal,” Cortez
said. “This may be the most irate statement
that I could say, but at one time I did not
believe that scientists or people that claim to
be scientists would tell a lie, but this happens
all the time. The point I am stressing is that

the system forces people, including
professors, to cross the line.”
There is also a point where tenure becomes
an issue of competition between faculty
members of the same department. Since
members know that only a few will obtain
tenure, instead of cooperation between faculty
to work on common scientific goals, cases of
division within the department faculty have
arisen.
Cortez is most worried that working to gain
tenure through publication could lead to the
deemphasis of teaching, affecting student
learning.
“Never mind what you publish, just do it is
the motivation or the driving force,” he said.
The tenure idea has been under scrutiny for
a number of years and now the State of Texas
calls for a 6-year review of all tenured
professors in state supported institutions.
This implies that the system in Texas may not
be as strong as it could be. How many at the
"6-year review" tenure earn it, and is the
process fair? Professors normally get a 6-year
appointment to tenure track position, and
have to present their work after every year to
be renewed one step further along the track.
Some argue that the doctor of philosophy
degree, or Ph.D., should also be time-limited,
as should any degree, because that ensures the
holder will keep up with the current
information in the particular field. For
example, pilots, air traffic controllers and
other professionals need to be re-certified
periodically. Yet, some feel that professors at
a university do not have that requirement. But
some would argue that having to walk along
the tenure track year by year and publish
material in the field is the same thing as retraining.
There are other critics who ask why tenure
is necessary, and why the process takes so
long.
From a professor’s standpoint, job security
is one reason, but status might be another.
“I think tenure should only be used for very
exceptional cases of professors and teachers
who have done an outstanding job both in
research and teaching, and not for having met
the time in service criteria and publishing
criteria,” Cortez said. “Tenure should be an
honor and not a right.”
Currently only holders of doctorates who
hold the assistant professor, associate
professor, or professor positions are eligible
for tenure. This leaves lecturers out, and in
fact most departments are trying to phase out
lecturers altogether for various reasons.
Arevalo does not think lecturers should be
included as possible tenure candidates
because the role of tenure track faculties are
required to be engaged in many more
activities than lectures.
Cortez, however, thinks that tenure being
offered only to professors is problematic. To
him, full-time teachers should have the tenure
option, including lecturers if they are
accomplishing their job.
“Some of our best teachers are lecturers
based on their degrees,” he said. “To be a
tenured faculty you need the Ph.D., to be a
good teacher and lecturer, you do not need a
Ph.D., and whoever argues with this point
should only ask the students. So if tenure is
what it supposed to be, full-time employment
for faculty, then teachers should have this
right.”
On the other hand, one could argue that
due to the advanced training required for a
doctoral degree, the average candidate who
completes this degree should be better able to
teach students given enhanced learning in a
particular field. The counter argument to this
has always been that often learned professors
have a tendency to be average or poor
teachers for whatever reason.

Sports

October 30, 2003
Upcoming UTPA
Schedule
Friday, Oct. 31
Women’s tennis at UTSA Fall
Invitational
Volleyball vs. UTEP at Field
House, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 1
Women’s tennis at UTSA Fall
Invitational
Volleyball vs. Liga Municipal Select
Reynosa at Field House, 7 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 2
Women’s tennis at UTSA Fall
Invitational
Monday, Nov. 3
Women’s golf at Sam Houston
State Invitational
Tuesday, Nov. 4
Women’s golf at Sam Houston
State Invitational
Volleyball vs. TAMUK at Field
House, 5 p.m.
Men’s basketball vs. Monterrey
Tech at Field House (exhibition
game), 7:30 p.m.

UTPA Men's Flag
Football
Wildcard Playoff Results
Wednesday, Oct. 22
Mudd Dawgs 41, Metal Militia 12
Gamblers 28, Team DU 0
Playoff Results and Schedule
Monday, Oct. 27
Vipers 27, Mudd Dawgs 12
Meat Heads 41, Iron Maiden 16
Stallions 19, Xacutioners 14
Wednesday, Oct. 29
Vipers vs. Stallions, late
Gamblers vs. The Bucs, late
Meatheads vs. Gamblers/Bucs,
late

UTPA Co-Rec
Volleyball
Tournament
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SPORTS CLIPBOARD
Approximately 500,000
Texas deer hunters hit the
fields to target approximately 4 million deer.
According to TPWD biologists surveys, prospects are
better than average.
Habitat in most regions is
lush and green, and deer
herds are in excellent condition.
Opening weekend is
expected to be successful,
if the weather cooperates.
The 13th annual Hunters
for the Hungry program will
be accepting legally tagged
deer from hunters with more
deer than they need.
The program donates
deer to needy Texans.

Broncs baseball
schedule set
The University of TexasPan American 30-game
baseball schedule has been
set for the 2004 season.
The Broncs will open up
the season with six straight
home games beginning with
a two-game series against
Texas State-San Marcos of
the Southland Conference.
UTPA will also continue its
rivalry with the Reynosa
Broncos of the Mexican
Baseball League next year.
The annual Border Bash is
set for March 3.
The Broncs will also take
on the Longhorns March 30
at Austin.
Pan Am will play their
annual Green and White
game this Saturday at 12:45
p.m. at the Edinburg
Baseball Stadium.

WWE comes to
the Valley
Professional wrestling in
the form of the World
Wrestling Entertainment or
WWE will be hitting the
Valley at the new Dodge
Arena for a Nov. 17 date.
The tag team main event
will pit Kurt Angle and Chris
Benoit against Brock Lesnar
and A-Train. The event
includes a six-man tag team

Hunters await
Saturday opening
This Saturday will mark
the statewide opening of the
general whitetail deer season.

Valley High School
Football

match.
In addition, Tajiri will take
on Billy Kidman in the WWE
cruiserweight title match.
The event will also feature
four other matches on the
undercard.

James scores 25 in
loss to Kings
Lebron James scored 25
points in his professional
debut against the
Sacramento Kings
Wednesday night.
However, the 18-yearold’s efforts were for a losing cause as the Kings
defeated the Cleveland
Cavaliers 106-92 at
Sacramento.
James lived up to the
hype in his first regular season game.
James’ 25 points was the
most by any recent prep-topro rookie.
The multi-million dollar
teenager scored his first
points 88 seconds into the
game and helped the Cavs
overcome a 19-point deficit
in the fourth quarter to take
a temporary 85-83 lead, but
the Kings pulled out the win.

Results and Schedule
Tuesday, Oct. 28
H&K Club def. Bulls, 15-9, 15-10
Bhats def. Phi Kaps, 15-11, 15-12
Troopers def. Concise, 9-15, 1512, 15-13
Thursday, Oct. 30
Vipers vs. The Bhats, Noon
H&K Club vs. Tigers, Noon
Vipers/Bhats vs. H&K/Tigres,
12:30 p.m.

UTPA Men’s
Soccer
Tournament
Results and Schedule
Thursday, Oct. 30
Diablos Rojos vs. Warriors, 4
Party Boys vs. Real Bañil,5
Tuesday, Nov. 4
Warriors vs. La Pandilla, 4
López Tires vs. Real Bañil
Thursday, Nov. 6
A. San Pancho vs. The Beaners, 4
Diablos Rojos vs. Party Boys, 5
Tuesday, Nov. 11
López Tires vs. A. San Pancho, 4
Real Bañil vs. La Pandilla, 5
Thursday, Nov. 13
Diablos Rojos vs. The Beaners, 4
Warriors vs. Party Boys
Tuesday, Nov. 18
Wrecking Crew vs. López Tires, 4
Party Boys vs. Real Bañil, 5
Thursday, Nov. 20
A. San Pancho vs. Real Bañil, 4
Wrecking Crew vs. Warriors, 5
All games p.m. unless noted.

2003 CHL Standings
Northwest
Tulsa
Oklahoma City
Wichita
Colorado
New Mexico
Northeast
Memphis
Indianapolis
Bossier-Shreveport
Fort Worth
Southwest
San Angelo
Lubbock
Odessa
Amarillo
Southeast
Laredo
Austin
RGV Killer Bees
Corpus Christi

W
3
3
3
2
1
W
3
2
2
1
W
4
2
1
0
W
4
3
2
1

L
1
3
1
3
4
L
1
1
1
2
L
2
2
4
3
L
0
1
1
2

OTL
1
0
0
0
0
OTL
1
1
1
1
OTL
0
0
0
0
OTL
0
0
1
1

PTS
7
6
6
4
2
PTS
6
5
5
3
PTS
8
4
2
0
PTS
8
6
4
3

NFL Week Nine Schedule
Away
Carolina
Jacksonville
N.Y. Giants
San Diego
Indianapolis
New Orleans
Oakland
Cincinnati
Pittsburgh
St. Louis
Philadelphia
Washington
Green Bay
New England

Home
Houston
Baltimore
N.Y. Jets
Chicago
Miami
Tampa Bay
Detroit
Arizona
Seattle
San Francisco
Atlanta
Dallas
Minnesota
Denver

Date
Nov. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 3

Time
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
3:05 p.m.
3:05 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8 p.m.

Mexican Soccer League
Team
U.N.A.M.
Tigres
Pachuca
U.A.G.
América
Atlante
Necaxa
Morelia
Santos
Toluca
Cruz Azul
Irapuato
Guadalajara
Monterrey
Veracruz
Chiapas
Puebla
Atlas
Club San Luis
Querétaro
Group I
26 - Pachuca
21 - Toluca
18 - Monterrey
17 - Puebla
15 - Atlas

W-D-L
8-4-3
8-3-3
7-5-3
8-2-5
7-4-4
7-4-4
6-6-3
7-2-6
5-6-4
6-3-5
5-6-4
6-3-6
6-2-7
4-6-5
5-3-7
5-3-7
4-5-6
4-3-8
2-4-9
1 - 2 - 12

GF:GA
25:17
28:16
23:18
25:21
29:16
26:17
21:17
19:20
31:23
20:18
20:22
20:26
25:24
27:27
23:29
18:29
17:20
25:26
15:26
11:36

Group II
28 - U.N.A.M.
26 - U.A.G.
25 - América
21 - Santos
5 - Querétaro

PTS
28
27
26
26
25
25
24
23
21
21
21
21
20
18
18
18
17
15
10
5

Scorer / Team
R. Navia, MOR
A. Fernandes, MTY
C.M. Morales, ATS
E. Marcon, UAG
L.G. Rey, ATE
A. Moreno, NCX
W. Gaitan, TIG
E. Mora, VCZ
C. Blanco, AME
L.I. Quinteros, PUE
A. Silvera, TIG
J. Borgetti, SAN
J.S. Cardozo, TOL
A. Gonzalez, IRA
G. Franco, MTY
11 tied with 5 goals

Group III
27 - Tigres
23 - Morelia
21 - Cruz Azul
18 - Chiapas
10 - San Luis

G
11
10
10
9
9
9
9
9
8
8
7
7
7
6
6

Group IV
25 - Atlante
24 - Necaxa
21 - Irapuato
20-Guadalajara
18 - Veracruz

Week 15 results Oct. 25-26: San Luis 0, Morelia 1; Monterrey 0, Toluca
0; Cruz Azul 1, Puebla 0; Veracruz 3, Necaxa 2; Atlas 0, Querétaro 1;
América 2, Tigres 1; U.A.G. 2, Guadalajara 4; Atlante 3, Chiapas 0;
Irapuato 0, U.N.A.M. 1; Santos 1, Pachuca 2.
Week 16 schedule Nov. 1-2: Chiapas vs. Irapuato; Toluca vs. América;
Tigres vs. Atlas; Morelia vs. Santos; Guadalajara vs. Monterrey; Necaxa
vs. U.A.G.; Pachuca vs. Atlante; U.N.A.M. vs. Cruz Azul; Querétaro vs.
San Luis; Puebla vs. Veracruz.

District 31-4A
x-PSJA High
Sharyland
Edinburg
Mission
PSJA Mem.
Mission Vet.
Roma

Record Overall
4-0
5-2
4-1
8-1
3-1
6-1
2-2
3-4
1-3
1-7
1-4
1-7
0-4
1-7

District 32-4A
x-Bro. Porter
x-Edcouch-Elsa
Harlingen S.
Los Fresnos
Mercedes
Weslaco East
Bro. López

Record Overall
5-0
8-0
4-0
5-2
3-1
4-4
2-3
4-4
1-3
3-4
0-4
1-7
0-4
0-7

District 31-5A
x-Economedes
PSJA North
McAllen High
Nikki Rowe
La Joya
McAllen Mem.
Edinburg North
RGC

Record Overall
5–0
6–1
4–1
7–1
4–1
5–2
3–2
5–2
2–3
4–4
2–3
2–6
0–5
2–5
0–5
1–6

District 32-5
Record Overall
Bro. Rivera
4-1
5-4
Harlingen
3-1
4-3
Bro. Hanna
2-2
5-3
Donna
2-2
5-3
San Benito
2-2
4-3
Bro. Pace
2-3
3-5
Weslaco
0-4
0-7
x-clinched playoff berth
Week 9 Schedule
Thursday, Oct. 30
District 31-5A
Río Grande City at Edinburg Economedes
District 32-4A
Edcouch-Elsa at Brownsville Porter
Friday, Oct. 31
District 31-5A
McAllen High at Nikki Rowe
La Joya at Edinburg North
McAllen Memorial at PSJA North
District 32-5A
Bro. Hanna at Donnna
Weslaco High at Harlingen High
Open Date: Bro. Rivera
District 31-4A
Mission High at Roma
PSJA Memorial at Mission Memorial
Open Date: Sharyland
District 32-4A
Weslaco East at Bro. López
Open Date: Los Fresnos
District 32-3A
Lyford at Hidalgo
Raymondville at La Feria
Progreso at Port Isabel
Open Date: Río Hondo
Saturday, Nov. 1
District 32-5A
San Benito at Bro. Pace
District 31-4A
Edinburg High at PSJA High, 2 p.m.
District 32-4A
Mercedes at Harlingen South
All games are at 7:30 p.m. unless
otherwise noted.

Valley Football Top 10
Team
1. Bro. Porter
2. Economedes
3. PSJA North
4. Edcouch-Elsa
5. Bro. Rivera
6. Sharyland
7. Port Isabel
8. PSJA
9. Harlingen South
10. Lyford

Record
8-0
6-1
7-1
5-2
5-4
8-1
5-3
5-2
4-4
5-3

Pvs
1
2
4
5
6
7
10
8
13
9

Note: Poll by The Valley Morning Star
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Broncs prepare for spring
season after regional tourney

Photo by Matt Lynch/The Pan American

Senior Tom Mangelschots of Belgium practices last spring. Last season, UTPA reached the Southland Conference tourney semifinals.

Athletics
The department has implemented a mandatory 10-week
orientation for all incoming
and transferring student-athletes to familiarize them with
various educational resources
available at the university.
Topics such as time management, how to use library and
computer center resources,
and test preparation are taught
at orientation. Study school
workshops are also available
to student-athletes in reading,
writing, and speech, which
are ongoing throughout the
year.
"As an athletics administration we work very hard to
provide an environment for
our student-athletes that is
conducive to athletic and academic successes," said
Uchacz. "Our coaches have
recruited outstanding athletes,
but also outstanding citizens
as well."
At the end of each semester, systematic academic
reports are compiled and
reported to Nevárez, the
President’s Council, and the
Athletic Council, to illustrate
each athlete’s grade performance. As of spring semester
2003, the student-athlete GPA
had increased to a 2.92, outpacing the total student body

The University of Texas-Pan
American men's tennis team gained a
lot of confidence with a solid performance at the Omni Hotel ITA Southwest
Regionals at Texas Christian
University.
Junior Jeremy Salvo won three
matches and made it all the way to the
round of 16 in the championship
bracket where he was defeated by
Alex Menichini of Texas Christian, 63, 6-2.
Salvo had beaten Robert Kirchner of
UT-San Antonio, 6-1, 6-4, Dimitrio
Martínez of Texas Tech, 6-4, 6-2, and
Khaled El Dorry of Texas A&M, 6-4,
0-6, 6-4.
Eduardo Provencio, UTPA’s head
tennis coach, believes that after a performance like this, the program is
headed in the right direction.
"It was a good showing, but obviously not where we want to be. But
it’s where we need to go," Provencio
said.
The Broncs are finished for the fall
season and they are going to concentrate on the upcoming spring season,
and prepare for a run at a Southland
Conference title.
Provencio knows that he needs his
young players to step up and believes
that they are headed in the right direc-

Of course all the odds will be
tion.
stacked against Pan Am when the team
"Our young guys are playing pretty
takes to the court, but this does not
well, and those are the guys we are
scare the players.
trying to get up to speed with everyProvencio believes the work that is
body else," Provencio said. "Now, offrequired to be the best will get done
season, is the time we are really going
and other teams will learn to respect
to get everyone up and going."
UTPA.
The orange"People don’t
and-green, after
even know
enjoying this
where our
week off, will
school is and
get back to the
People don’t even
we are trying to
grind next week
know where our
put ourselves on
when they begin
the map,"
with skill workschool is and we
Provencio said.
outs and weight
are trying to put
"I want the
room visits.
guys to play
Newly added
ourselves
on
the
with a chip on
Texas A&Mmap.
their shoulders
Corpus Christi,
because we
a Top 75 team,
have to work
makes the
- Eduardo Provencio,
UTPA Tennis Coach
extra hard to get
Southland
where everyone
Conference a
else is at and
stronger conferwe have opened some eyes with the
ence for tennis.
bigger schools in Texas."
Coach Provencio feels his guys are
The Broncs have their eyes set on
ready for the task ahead of them and
one prize at the end of conference: a
likes the leadership his older guys are
conference championship. And
displaying.
Provencio has no doubt that this is a
"The guys are pretty fired up and
very attainable goal.
they really feel like they can win a
"Our goal is to win it all. I think if
strong conference," Provencio said.
we don’t shoot for the championship
"That pulls along the young guys
of the conference, then we are selling
because of the older guys always talkourselves short," Provencio said.
ing about it."

“

“

By MATT HALL
The Pan American

continued from page 15
GPA of 2.62. Ten of the student-athletes had a 4.0 GPA
last spring semester and 31
were members of the Dean’s
List Second Honors.
"Dealing with academic
accomplishments, what was
once a real weakness in our
athletic program, has now
become a strong point," said
Weidner.
Kevin Mitchell, a former
guard for the men’s basketball
team, was named to the 2003
Verizon Academic All-District
Team in his senior year.
Mitchell, along with James
Davis, made the NCAA
Division I-AAA Athletic
Director’s Scholar-Athletes
team in 2003.
The UTPA women’s tennis
team made the ITA Academic
All-American team. As of last
spring, 51 percent have a 3.0
GPA or higher. The UTPA
athletics department also
ranked by USA Today and the
NCAA Foundation eighth in
the nation, out of 319 in
Division I, for academic
achievements in one of the
three categories.
So the grades are increasing, as quickly as the number
of employees when Weidner
started. Upon his arrival in
1998, he created 18 new posi-

tions in the department.
"While other athletic programs across the country are
downsizing and eliminating
positions and even eliminating sports, we’re growing,"
said Weidner. Due to budget
increases and fundraising,
which has increased 550 percent since ‘98, the department has been able to establish a recruiting budget, which
did not exist five years ago.
Starting in fall semester 2005,
baseball and women’s
track/cross country, women’s
golf, and women’s tennis will
be fully funded, enabling
these sports to compete with
just about any other university
in terms of scholarship.
Budget increases have also
enhanced existing facilities
and helped build new ones.
The Orville Cox tennis
courts were renovated, as well
as the men’s basketball locker
room, and the Athletics
Administration Offices. A
new $6.5 million baseball stadium complex was built in
conjunction with the city of
Edinburg that can seat 4,000
people and houses the UTPA
baseball team year-round. The
new weight room, which is
exclusively for the use of student-athletes, was completed

a few weeks ago, and has
been an ongoing project
shared by the university
administration and the athletics department.
"In order to compete at the
highest level, our student-athletes need a state of the art
strength and conditioning
facility," said Uchacz. "This
will not only help them get
bigger, stronger, and faster,
but will also help to prevent
and rehabilitate injuries."
The UTPA athletics department, along with the studentathletes, is also active in community involvement. Some of
these programs are Adopt-aSchool, where the athletes go
to participating elementary
schools and talk to the students and take part in various
activities, the Boys and Girls
Club, and Habitat for
Humanity. Community
involvement has also become
part of the UTPA basketball
program.
"When you come to a basketball game there’s things
going on besides basketball;
giveaways, fan involvement,
$10,000 shot, and acts like the
slam dunk show, and the San
Antonio Spurs Coyote,"
Weidner said. "There is
always a lot of interaction
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Black organization International students
gets start on campus bring variety to campus
By JULIAN CAVAZOS
The Pan American
Though their numbers are small, they
made history last week.
On the third floor of the University
Center Oct. 24, between 25 and 30 Black
UTPA students attended a startup meeting
for the first black student organization on
campus.
The Black Student Association (BSA)
spent the meeting tossing around ideas
about what activities to have, and about
what the organization’s purpose will be.
With a temporary constitution, the group’s
main goals so far are to make UTPA
aware of the presence of black culture
here on campus, and to promote unity
between members.
They also want others realize that
blacks at UTPA are not just here to play
sports, as is commonly assumed. They are
also here to get a quality education.
“I don’t want people here to think that
the blacks here are all athletes. I want
them to be aware that there is a variety of
blacks who are working their best at
whatever their goal is,” said senior Amy
Moses of Edinburg, who is a studentathlete.
The meeting marked the first time that
many of these black students had actually
met one another. Some have been here for
the past few years, and others have just
entered this semester. The truth is,
possibly because of being such a small
minority in a predominantly Latino area,
many black students felt lost and

fragmented because most people here are
not black. The Valley is about 85 percent
Hispanic and the majority of the
remainder are Anglo. One census report
said there are fewer than 5,000 Blacks in
the Valley, that leaves them wanting a
comfortable place to come and associate
with others like them.
“I felt lost. I saw all different types of
organizations, and wanted to see some
support for me. Something had to
change,” said Orin Adams. "There should
be more student involvement among
African-Americans, an organization that
says ‘if you feel uncomfortable here (at
UTPA), there is an organization (BSA)
you can go to to find something in
common’”
The BSA is still an unofficial and
temporary organization, but will become
official soon, one with big plans. One is
not to limit organization membership to
blacks only. People of all races and
ethnicities are welcome to take part. The
group plans to invite speakers for Black
History Month, and to take part in a
dancing tradition called Steps. It will also
be part of a new center opening in 2004.
Adviser Jeanette Broshears, said, “We’ll
kick off a Multicultural Center in January
and we are excited to have BSA be a part
of that.”
For those interested in being a member
of the BSA, the next meeting will take
place Nov. 6 in UC 317. Contact
Elizabeth Robertson for more information
at: starsassy_18@hotmail.com, or call
Broshears at (956)381-2659.

five years, we have become
successful as a result of the
vision implemented by our
athletics director," said
Uchacz. "He has surrounded
himself with top notch coaches and administrators who all
believe in the good of the
department than of an individual team or unit. It has been a
combined effort on all parts
that has influenced the direction we are headed as an athletics program, one that I
know the university is proud
of."

By LUIS SAAVEDRA
The Pan American

UTPA international student adviser Philip
Clay believes a 36-percent increase in
enrollment by international students this
semester is due to the quality of services and
programs offered at the University.
Although the university does some
promotion of its programs along the border in
Mexico, it does not do so in any other part of
the world. Thus, Clay believes the increase of
student population who come from other
countries is due to peer-to-peer
recommendation, or word of mouth. But
whatever the reason, they are coming.
“Our surveys show that international
students are more satisfied with the services
and programs now than three years before,”
he said. “As a result they recommend UTPA
to their friends and relatives back home and
they decide to come too.”
Of the 47 countries represented on campus,
the steepest increase of foreign students has
been with students from Mexico and India.
These countries registered an increase of 32
and 34 percent, respectively, upping the
overall international student population to
579 visitors. This total does not include 10
exchange students.
The university has an all-time high
enrollment of nearly 16,000, and is expected
to continue to grow in coming years.
Students from other areas of the state and
country are being recruited, and so are
internationals.
Clay predicts enrollment of international
students will continue to increase and may
reach 600 students by the spring semester and
700 by the fall.
Recent articles in the Houston Chronicle
and the San Antonio Express-News attribute
the larger immigrant population in the United
States to foreigners’ eagerness to experience
American life. The entering internationals
also change the place they visit for education.
Since Mexico is the most frequently
represented country on campus, this creates

an impact on the culture of the Rio Grande
Valley.
It is not unusual for professors to have
several students in class who commute back
and forth from Reynosa to Edinburg for
school. Despite longer waits to cross the
bridge due to post-Sept. 11 regulations and
security, the stream of Mexicans continues,
and so does the cultural exchange between
groups.
One of the cultural aspects affected is
language. Bilingualism is on the rise, and
according to the U.S. Census Bureau almost
47 million people in the country speak a
language other than English at home. This is
more common in states that border Mexico or
are on the two coasts. Eighty-seven percent
of the population in Brownsville fall into this
second language category as well as 74
percent in McAllen.
Mexican students bring their own
distinctive styles as well, and these mesh with
those already found in the Valley for a unique
hybrid mix. Add to that the healthy
contingent of summer Study Abroad students,
both American and Mexican, who travel to
other countries together, and the university
offers a slice of modern life that most places
cannot fathom. In a sense, UTPA is ahead of
the curve in understanding and helping
fashion the growing Hispanicization of
American culture.
The fastest growing minority group in the
country is now the largest in terms of overall
population. The Hispanic bloc’s spending
power and importance in advertising are
becoming more obvious. Many other areas
are starting to have a distinctly “Latin” flavor.
Along with the influx of students from
down south, Asian students from a number of
countries have also made their mark in recent
years. The Asian Students Association has
hosted cultural events the last two years and
its membership continues to burgeon, and the
recently instituted Black Students Association
made news this week with its first meeting
and plans for future involvement as a campus
organization.

GOT SOMETHING

Photo by Amy Medellín/The Pan American

The new weight room built exclusively for student-athletes.

with the crowd."
Men’s basketball home
game attendance has
increased 127 percent since
’1998, to an average of 3,100
people in 2002. The largest
crowd ever was accomplished
two years ago. An estimated
5,200 people were in attendance at the UTPA Field
House, which seats only
4,000. Season tickets were
sold out during the 2000-01
season.
"Although we have made
significant strides over the last

Page 3

YOU NEED TO SAY?

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

FIRST MEETING— The Black Student Association had its initial meeting last week, and
is looking forward to becoming an active campus organization. There are only 5,000
blacks in the Valley, but UTPA has decent representation.

The Pan American wants to hear what
you have to say about stories, current
events or anything you want to rant
about. Send your responses to panameditor@hotmail.com
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UTPA athletics show improvement
By AMY MEDELLÍN
The Pan American
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The University of Texas-Pan American athletic department has its share of notable
moments in sports history; including a College
World Series visit in baseball (1971), two
NCAA qualifiers in men’s golf (1974, 1978),
and an NAIA men’s basketball national championship in 1963-64.
However, in the 1990s the department stumbled into TPA Athletics Department was put
under probation by the National Collegiate
Athletic Association for infractions made by
some of the staff. Since UTPA’s past controversies, the athletics department has come a
long way and the program has completely
turned itself around.
"Prior to five years ago our athletics program was not certified, we were the only athletic program in the history of athletic certification not to be certified," said Weidner.
"During the 1990s, it is my understanding that
during that ten-year period, this athletics program was on probation all but 18 months."
Weidner arrived at the university in May
1998. Since July of that year, UTPA has
achieved full NCAA certification status and
has never been on probation in the five years
he has been here. During his first few months
as athletic director, Weidner, along with his
staff, put together the new compliance procedures manual, which proved to be a great
resource for the department.
"When I got here we worked the first six
months, all that summer we came in on weekends, we worked at night and we put together

Broncs

a compliance procedures manual that covers
virtually everything on compliance procedures,
checks and balances, and it has been a great
tool for our coaches and as a teaching tool,"
Weidner said. "It is something that doesn’t just
sit on the shelf; we really actually use it."
The compliance procedures manual details
the business operating procedures that are
related to the UTPA system, and the hierarchy
of the department. Seminars on compliance are
given throughout the year, along with meetings, in a series for all athletics department
personnel on topics such as rules, forms, organizational structure and education. The new
compliance procedures book has made such a
turnaround in the department that Weidner,
some of his staff, and Dr. Miguel Nevárez
have been asked to review the same procedures for other colleges and universities.
"Here was a program that was probably the
most penalized program in the ‘90s in Division
I, we put these things [compliance procedures]
and as a result a number of our people have
been asked by the NCAA to serve on peer
review teams," Weidner said.
From an academic standpoint, five years
ago, the GPA for UTPA student athletes was
2.1, one of the lowest in the country, Weidner
said. To address this problem he hired Chris
Uchacz to fill the new position of full-time
assistant athletic director for academic support
and student services. Along with this position,
the athletic department built a new state-of-theart Student-Athlete Academic Learning Center.
"The major influence for the creation and
subsequent development of the StudentAthlete Academic Learning Center and

A group of student-athletes study in the computer lab of the state-of-the-art Student-Athlete
Academic Learning Center.

Academic Support & Student Services unit
within the athletics department is to provide an
academic support network for all student-athletes as they work towards the attainment of a
university diploma," Uchacz said. "In conjunction with this goal, we are always trying to

Lady Broncs

continued from page 16

and more confident on
[his knee],” Hall said.
“He’ll be fine this
season.”
Sakalys dismisses the
condition, and when
asked about the injury
offers up the obligatory:
“Eh.”
He does, however,
acknowledge the chances
of this year’s Broncs.
“I think we have a
good team,” Sakalys said.
“It feels like the first
year I was here when we
got 20 wins.”
Junior Matt Berry, who
was ineligible last year
after transferring from
Indiana State, is eager to
show that he can be a

Photo by Amy Medellín/The Pan American

part of a successful
season.
“I’ve been sitting out
a whole year,” Berry
said. “I’ve just been
waiting to step on to the
court.”
Coach Hoffman
believes that the
eagerness of his
incoming redshirted
players will fuel his
team, and feed their
chemistry.
“I think in general we
have some guys around
who are hungry,”
Hoffman said. “They
have prior knowledge of
the program and they’ll
be able to teach the
others.”

Who:UTPA vs. Monterrey
Tech
What: Exhibition game
When: Nov. 4, 7:30 p.m.
Where: Field House
All-time series: Broncs
lead 23-2
Broncs Roster: F-East, GPuente, G-Montalvo, GSánchez, F-Sakalys, FBerry, F-Fagan, G-Castillo,
G-Hall, G-Weir, F-Holcomb,
F-Buck, C-Lange, F-Díaz,
C-Gedminas

Date

Opponent

Date

Opponent

11/4
11/8
11/22
11/25
11/29
12/1
12/4
12/6
12/12

Monterrey Tech
Houston Quest
S. Methodist
TAMIU
UT-Arlington
SW Assemblies of God
Missouri-Kansas City
UTSA
Mississippi Valley State

12/17
12/20
12/22
12/29
12/31
1/6
1/8
1/14
1/19

North Texas
1/28
Rice
2/2
Oklahoma State
2/4
Oklahoma
2/7
McMurry
2/11
Baylor
2/14
North Texas
2/16
Wright State
2/19
Missouri-Kansas City2/28

HOME GAMES IN BOLD

Date

Opponent
IPFW
Alcorn State
Lamar
IPFW
Arkansas State
TAMUCC
Air Force
Central Baptist
TAMUCC

See ATHLETICS page 14

continued from page 16

our own system that we’ve got to get
everybody to get on board.”
What does that basketball system involve?
Speed, tempo, and aggression.
Craft describes this season’s lineup as a
glimpse of what the Lady Bronc program will
look like as it progresses. In their first year of
recruiting Craft and Anderson went out and
tried to get players who matched their
basketball philosophy, and came up with what
they feel is a highly athletic group of
ballplayers.
Craft’s hope is that there will be speed on
both sides of the ball, and she feels that will
enhance their chances of a winning season.
“Because the speed and versatility of some
positions it will allow us to defensively now
never be out of the game,” Craft said. “Usually
speed and quickness allows you to stay in the
game longer even if you are playing up.”
The Lady Broncs, who have a
tremendously competitive schedule and will
essentially be playing all of their game “up,”
will need to utilize all their speed and depth if
they are to conquer new grounds for the UTPA

2003-2004 UTPA Men’s Basketball Schedule

increase retention and graduation rates. Our
goal is to graduate 100 percent of the studentathletes that come to UTPA and represent the
institution at the NCAA Division I level."

women’s basketball program.
“We’re playing two of the Top 5. We’re at
UT, they’re No. 4 in the country, we’re at KState, they’re No. 5. We didn’t even play a
ranked opponent last year,” Craft said. “I think
that it’s a higher level schedule, and at the
same time if we have improved our depth than
hopefully we will be a little bit more
competitive.”
In terms of depth, Craft is comfortable. In
her assumption, she has two to three players
that can hold each position, but she
understands that her team could be more
complete.
“I think the thing that is lacking from this
team is what I would call a go-to player, or a
marquee player,” Craft said. “But as far as
team depth and the understanding of how the
team has to be greater than just one or two
people, I think this team has that. I think they
understand that the only way they are going to
be successful is if they buy in, and sometimes
those types of groups end up winning you a lot
more ball games than the teams that have the
marquee kid.”

2003-2004 UTPA Women’s Basketball Schedule
Date
11/21
11/22
11/25
11/29
12/5
12/6
12/14
12/17
12/19

Opponent
Air Force
Boise State/Dayton
TAMUI
St. Edward’s
St. Louis
Kansas State/Sacramento
Oral Roberts
Texas
Marshall

HOME GAMES IN BOLD

Date
12/28
12/31
1/2
1/7
1/9
1/11
1/13
1/22
1/24

Opponent
Tulsa
Prairie View A&M
UT-Arlington
Sacramento State
San Diego State
Louisiana-Lafayette
SE Louisiana
SW Missouri State
TAMUCC

Date
1/27
1/31
2/3
2/9
2/16
2/19
2/24
2/28
3/3

Opponent
Incarnate Word
IPFW
Northern Colorado
Prairie View A&M
Louisiana-Lafayette
IPFW
TAMUCC
SE Louisiana
Northern Arizona

S PORTS
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NBA
Schedule
Today

7 p.m.
Houston Rockets vs.
Nov. 1 Memphis, 7
Nov. 3 at Chicago, 7:30
Nov. 4 at New Jersey, 6:30

Friday, Nov. 1
vs.
7:30 p.m.
Dallas Mavericks vs.
Nov. 3 Miami, 7:30
Nov. 5 at Washington, 6

Friday, Nov. 1
vs.
8:30 p.m.
San Antonio Spurs vs.
Nov. 3 at Memphis, 8
Nov. 4 Miami, 8:30
All games P.M.

NFL SUNDAY
vs.
2-5

Noon

6-1

vs.
5-2 3:15 p.m. 3-4

Killer Bees
Schedule

Killer Bees vs. Corpus

Home Opener
Friday, Oct. 31
Time: 7:30 p.m.

Killer Bees vs. San Angelo

Saturday, Nov. 1
Time: 7:30 p.m.

■ UTPA Athletics . . . . . . 15
■ UTPA Tennis . . . . . . .14
■ Sports Clipboard . . . . .13

Broncs set
for first test
By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American

The UTPA Broncs will play the
first exhibition of a two-game
preseason at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday
against the Monterrey Tech
Borregos Salvajes at the Field
House.
The Broncs, who defeated the
Borregos 93-59 in last year’s
preseason match, have added some
new personnel, and will hope to
duplicate, if not better, last year’s
outcome.
Coach Bob Hoffman, who has
been running a stringent training
program which began earlier this
month, is pleased with the progress
of his team so far.
“We started green-on-white
scrimmages on Sunday,” Hoffman
said. “ We’ve improved every day.
We’re finding openings and really
working on executing as a team.”
Clearly the progress at which the
2003-04 roster has adjusted to
Hoffman’s system will be
measured by the outcome of the
Borrego exhibition, but for some
players, the matchup against
Monterrey is not merely the
culmination of a two and a half
week training camp.
Next Tuesday’s preseason game
against the Borregos will be junior
Chris Fagan’s second ever
exhibition game for the Broncs.
Fagan, who appeared last season
against Monterrey, suffered a
stress fracture in his left foot prior
to the outing, and his appearance
in that game enhanced the injury.
The 6-foot-5 guard, who

received a redshirt from the
NCAA due to the extreme
circumstances of the injury, was
able to attend practices, sit on the
sidelines during games, and was
even able to participate in
practices when his health
permitted. But Fagan was not,
however, allowed to suit up for
any games last season.
For Fagan, the chance to return
to action is highly anticipated.
“I’m kinda excited to be able to
get back into it,” Fagan said. “I’m
ready to get to work.”
Fagan, who is regarded as one
of the key additions to this year’s
roster, is highly respected by his
teammates, and his presence on
the squad should be appreciated.
Senior Allen Holcomb, who
leads retuning Broncs in points
per game, is certain that Fagan’s
presence will boost their chances
of success.
“We all know what Chris can
do and what he brings to the
table,” Holcomb said. “He’s one
of the better guys on the team.”
But Fagan is not the only
member of the 2003-04 Bronc
squad who was tagged with a red
shirt last season.
Senior Andrius Sakalys, who
averaged 11.2 points per game
during the Broncs’ highly
successful 2001-02 season,
suffered severe damage to his left
ACL during the summer of 2002,
and was not able to participate last
year.
Sakalys, who was a key part of
the 20-10 season, finished third in
scoring for the Broncs behind

When DeAnn Craft accepted the
Lady Broncs’ head coach position last
spring, she knew that the task of
building a successful women’s
basketball program at UTPA would
be a challenge.
The Lady Broncs were held to 721 last season when Craft was an
assistant head coach to Tracy
Anderson. Now Craft takes over a
program lacking in much tradition.
Craft realizes that the process of
remedying a losing record will be

lengthy and understands that she will
be starting from the ground up with a
team who has seen no tradition within
it’s program.
“I think that the monumental task
in front of this program is to learn
how to become competitive,” Craft
said. “This program has been pretty
much a door mat of Division I and
it’s our responsibility as the new
coaching staff and the new players
that have come aboard, to try and
help get that tide turned.”
Craft, who is not malicious in her
observations of Lady Bronc history, is
trying to build an attitude and an
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SAENZ VS. PEÑA
Local newcomer challenges in District 40
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American

Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

A Bronc basketball player attempts a slamdunk during Midnight Madness Oct. 17.

Marcus Quinn and Mire Chatman,
underwent two surgeries during the
off-season to repair his damaged
knee, and is finally in good enough
physical condition to come back
and compete.
Although Sakalys still wears a
brace on his knee to help with
stability, his teammates have

noticed that his ability enhances
with every practice.
Junior guard Matt Hall is
confident that his Lithuanian
teammate will be ready for the
season.
“Every day he’s getting more

See BRONCS page 15

Craft wants to reach next level

By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American

THURSDAY

Campus

understanding of what it is to win. To
do that she has to start from the
beginning.
“I would much rather us learn
how to play simple basketball
correctly than to play complex
basketball inconsistently,” Craft said.
“And that is a pretty big theme of
mine. Simple done better can get us
moving forward instead of the
complex being so inconsistent.”
Of the 16 Lady Broncs on the
roster this season, only seven are
returners, and only two of the
returning Lady Broncs are seniors.
That means two things for Craft. One,

she will be working with a squad that
will be with her for a few years to
come, and two, she will be dealing
with many girls from a variety of
different basketball backgrounds and
basketball educations.
“I think probably the toughest part
is that with so many new people you
get some kids that come from good
man-to-man programs where they’ve
been taught great man defense
systems,” Craft said. “We have other
players that haven’t played any man
to man, they’ve come from strictly
zone philosophy, and then we have

See LADY BRONCS page 15

Eddie Saenz, local engineer and businessman,
recently announced his decision to run for state
representative of District 40, which includes
Edinburg, the tri-city Delta region, La Joya, and
Sullivan City. He faces a serious challenge in
incumbent Aaron Pena, one of the Valley’s most
active politicians.
Saenz’ decision to run was based on a void he
felt existed in terms of representation in the area.
He thinks his experiences in Austin as an
engineer and a consultant have given him the
practice he needs to help the district. And
according to Saenz it was not evident that
enough action was being taken to communicate
with the various communities in the district.
“Through my experiences, I know what it
takes to fight for funding for the district,” said
Saenz. “It requires a lot of communication and
meeting with state agencies.”
With the state facing a $10 billion deficit,
many of the non-profit programs Saenz
represented struggled to get funding.
“It’s hard to make sure they don’t cut your
program, and we always have to struggle with
that every two years,” said Saenz. “I had to deal
with talking to the legislatures to ensure that
they become familiar with the program. If you
do cut somewhere we want to make sure the
basic programs don’t get cut. That affects

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

FACEOFF— Aaron Peña and Eddie Saenz will vie for District 40’s representative slot in the
next election cycle. Peña is the incumbent.

families, health care and what is really needed in
the community.”
Saenz mentions that if elected he will
continue communicating with communities to
find out their concerns. The issue of
unemployment in the Delta Area is one big one.
“As a former member of the Economic
Development Corporation of Edinburg, I helped
as we tried to promote businesses to come down
here and we were very successful,” said Saenz.
“We need to do that in the Delta Area; they have
a very high unemployment rate.”
Some of Saenz’ other concerns include

education and health care. Given the Republican
majority in the House, the local Democrat feels
the two parties need to come together to get
legislation passed.
“We are all legislators. Republican or
Democrat,” said Saenz. “We need to talk to all
of them. We need to ensure we are not going to
put a curtain between us. We need to sell the
issues to the Republicans as well and let them
know there are issues the district is having to
deal with.”
Saenz will be running against fellow dem
Pena, the current freshman House member from

District 40, who was one of the busiest first-year
legislators according to a recent Austin
American-Statesman article.
Overall Pena feels his first term was a success
due to his involvement in fighting off
redistricting. He also noted that he keyed the
passage of a law concerning higher penalties for
human trafficking. Earlier this month Pena
spoke at the university on a wide range of
issues, and his visibility in the area should be
imposing to any candidate seeking to unseat
him.
During the next session Pena plans on
fighting for funding for Iraq, investment in
education, increased rates and funding for CHIP
and Medicaid, and investment in road
infrastructure. According to Pena, he will also
continue to fight for teacher pay raises.
“If you think about the fact that we at Pan
American generate many of the teachers in the
state of Texas, not only is it good for the Valley,
it’s good for Texas,” said Pena. “We are rapidly
losing a large number of teachers because of pay
concerns and we know because of the budget
shortfall we’re going to have a very little chance,
but we wanted to make the argument.”
Pena is confident his efforts in Austin will
help him win District 40 again.
“One of the things Mr. Saenz will have
difficulty with is with his supporting of many of
the Republican efforts,” said Pena. “Most of the
voters will see his record and realize he needs to
be running with Republicans.”

Demonstration points out immigrant crossing woes
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American
The dead continue to pile up on the U.S.Mexico border. And some citizens want to do
something about it.
Over 2,000 immigrants have died trying to
cross the border to enter the United States, and
the going is especially rough through the
Arizona desert near Nogales. Illegal crossers
have been dehydrated to death, shot by
vigilantes or Border Patrol officers, or left to
die in trucks and railroad cars by dishonest
coyotes.
Some immigrants are searching for a better
life for themselves and their families, but often
it doesn’t work out. With the increasing
number of deaths, a growing number of
people have mobilized to try and stem the tide
of tragedy. They are seeking a way to provide
a legal system for immigrants to enter the
country without jeopardizing their lives. Part
of their quest includes symbolic gestures to

raise community consciousness about the issue
of immigration.
On Tuesday, Oct. 28 more than 50 pilgrims
marched through the streets of San Juan in
procession toward the Basilica of Our Lady of
San Juan, to celebrate mass for those
immigrants who have died in the crossings.
The Border Pilgrimage, the first of its kind, is
a nationwide event that started Oct. 26 and
will run until Nov. 2. The pilgrimage started at
both spectrums of the 2,200-mile international
border, in San Diego, Calif., and Brownsville.
The procession is scheduled to stop in El Paso
where pilgrims of U.S. border will get
together to give attention to what they
consider a human rights crisis along the
southern border.
Father John Lasseigne, a priest from San
Juan, is affiliated with a religious group who
is taking part in the pilgrimage to let people
know the number of dead. They also want to
come up with ways to stop the victim stream
“The impetus for this event came from the
terribly large number of immigrants who die

each year trying to
cross the border,”
Lasseigne said.
“Therefore,
different host
cities will hold
educational,
religious, cultural,
and political
events as the
pilgrims pass
through on their
way to El Paso.”
He also added
that in order to
honor the
immigrants they
would also be
Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American
studying the
PROTEST— The Border Pilgrimage started Oct. 26 and will continue
causes of
through Nov. 2, to spotlight dangers illegal crossers face.
undocumented
immigration.
met with President George W. Bush to discuss
Before Sept. 11, 2001, and the fall of the
See IMMIGRANTS page 12
Twin Towers, Mexican President Vicente Fox

